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See Sara Pedigo's paintings at Barton. PAGE 15-16



Lu-Ann Monson, right, Round House 
board member, greeted Dorothy Jones 
at the blues event.

Bill Myers discusses the African Ameri-
can history of blues music at "It's All 
About The Blues," a program narrated 
and performed by Myers and Sherry 
Winstead at the Freeman Round House 
Museum on Feb. 13. 

Sherry Winstead belts out a tune at "It's 
All About The Blues."

"It's All About The Blues"
Henry Walston reacts to "The Henry Walston Blues" being sung to him by 
Sherry Winstead. The song was composed by Winstead, Bill Myers and the 
audience to show the pattern of blues music.

Dorothy Howell, left, and Alma Battle arrived early to secure good seats at 
"It's All About The Blues."

Want to see more? Visit wilsontimes.com/spotted

WAW
Spotted!

Presented by:

Shoppes at Brentwood    243-5707

SPOTTED! IS 
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Spotted Photos by Janelle Clevinger | Special to the Times
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Playhouse belts out ‘Mamma Mia’

‘This show is 
a sugar rush’
By Janelle Clevinger

The Playhouse of Wilson 
is bringing the musical 
“Mamma Mia” to the Wil-
son stage in March, and 
audiences are guaranteed 
to want to dance in the 
aisles of the Edna Boykin 
Cultural Center. 

The musical, written by 
British playwright Cath-
erine Johnson, is based on 
the songs of the Swedish 
pop super group ABBA, 
and named after ABBA’s 
1975 hit “Mamma Mia.” 

The Playhouse will per-
form this high octane show 
on Fridays and Saturdays, 

March 6-7 and March 13-
14, at 7:30 p.m., with mati-
nees on Sundays, March 8 
and 15, at 3 p.m.

Debuting in London in 
1999, the musical was so 
successful that it was even-
tually turned into the movie 
“Mamma Mia,” released 
in 2008. The movie starred 
Meryl Streep, Pierce Bros-
nan, Amanda Seyfried, 
Christine Baranski and Co-
lin Firth.

Playhouse of Wilson’s 
“Mamma Mia” director 
is Caleb Skinner, who is 
working closely with cho-
reographer Trish Bradshaw 
to bring together a group 
of 45 cast and crew for this 
dance-heavy musical cel-
ebration. 

The character Tonya, played by Maria Popowich, leads a dance number during "Mamma Mia" rehearsals. The musical is 
presented by The Playhouse of Wilson. Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake Wilson 

Continued on page 6

Actresses 
Leanne 
Breiholz, 
from left,  
Maria 
Popowich 
and Jane 
Kolunie 
rehearse a 
scene from 
“Mamma 
Mia.” The 
show will 
be staged 
at the 
Boykin 
Center this 
month. 
Janelle 
Clevinger 
| Special 
to Wide 
Awake 
Wilson
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‘JUST A BLAST’

“This is such a great show 
to experience the talent of 
the community because 
this show is just a blast,” 
Skinner said. “It’s a blast to 
direct, and there’s a part of 
me that’s envious that I’m 
not on the stage with them. 
But I’ve wanted to direct 
this show for years. Trish 
and I joked around when 
I was in college about me 
coming home from college 
if it was ever done here.”

A few years post-college 
and now a music educator 
in Wilson County Schools, 
Skinner is finally getting his 
chance. But he says there 
are a few challenges to put-
ting on such a well-known 
musical.

“You want to do it right 

when it’s a show that 
people know,” Skinner said. 
“You want to do it really 
well, but you don’t want to 
copy exactly what other 
people have done because 
you want it to be yours, 
but you also don’t want to 
break it.”

Skinner said he and 
Bradshaw had one overall 
goal when starting the 
rehearsal process — to 
make it as much fun as 
possible for everyone in 
the cast.

“We all have lives too 
and things that we strug-
gle with, and this should 
be our escape,” Skinner 
said. “Every show is not 
an escape. Some are very 
stressful. But when we 
cast this show we said that 
we were going to have 
fun. And that’s a beautiful 
thing.”

“This show is a sugar 
rush,” Skinner continued, 
“and you want to show up 
to rehearsal happy to be 
there and feel re-enger-
gized when you leave. If 
we’re having fun on stage, 
then everyone in the audi-
ence is having fun. This 
show’s energy explodes 
into the audience.”

In addition to several 
big dance numbers in the 
show, there are 27 songs, 
and the vocal ensemble 
sings in every single one. 
Even if they are not on 
stage during a musical 
number, the ensemble 
sings while off stage.

“This is a huge undertak-
ing musically and choreog-
raphy-wise,” Skinner said. 
‘It is just a huge show.”

THE SHOW

Leanne Breiholz plays 
Donna, the lead role in 
“Mamma Mia.” Donna 
has raised daughter So-
phie as a single mother, 
but Sophie’s plans for her 
wedding include being 
walked down the aisle by 
her biological father. She 
finds her mother’s diary 
and discovers that there 
are potentially three men 
who could be her father. 

Sophie arranges for the 
three men to attend the 
wedding, much to the sur-
prise of Donna.

Donna’s best friends are 
the first to arrive at the 
wedding. Tanya, played by 
Marie Popowich, is a rich 
woman who has been mar-
ried and divorced three 
times. Rosie, played by 
Jane Kolunie, is a single, 
carefree woman. The three 
women once performed 
together in a girl group 
called “Donna and the Dy-
namos.” 

The three male leads are 
played by Ted Brna (Sam), 
Tad Harrell (Harry) and 
Fletcher Duke (Bill).

The Saturday shows 
(March 7 and 14) will be 
“themed shows,” with 
audiences invited to wear 
costumes. March 7 is “’70s 
Night” and ticket buyers 
are encouraged to wear 
anything ’70s-inspired, in-
cluding bell bottom pants 
and big hair. 

March 14 is “Celebrity 
Costume Night” with any 
celebrity impersonation 
welcome. 

Tickets in advance are 
$13 (including student and 
senior) and $15 at the door. 
Call 252-363-1933 to order 
tickets in advance.

'Mamma Mia': 'I’ve wanted to direct this show for years'

The character Tonya, played by Maria Popowich, leads a dance 
number during "Mamma Mia" rehearsals. The musical is 
presented by The Playhouse of Wilson. Janelle Clevinger | Special 
to Wide Awake Wilson 

Continued from page 5

Follow us 
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Carrying sizes Small - 3x

Uniquely Me Boutique    @shopuniquelymeboutique

Sunday: 1-4
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Fecho art on exhibit at Eyes 
On Main Street gallery

Susan Fecho's "Red House" will be part of the "Vulnerable" exhibit 
at the Eyes on Main Street gallery. 

Opening reception is March 13
For Wide Awake Wilson

Eyes on Main Street 
gallery presents the ex-
hibition “Vulnerable,” 
featuring mixed-media 
collages and book arts 
works by artist and Bar-
ton art professor Susan 
Fecho. 

The work will be on 
display beginning Fri-
day, March 7, and will 
run through Sunday, 
April 19. An opening 
reception and gallery 
talk, featuring the art-
ist, will be held Friday, 
March 13. The reception 
will begin at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the gallery 
talk at 6. This event is 
open to the public at no 
charge, and the commu-
nity is invited to attend. 
The gallery is located 
at 128 Goldsboro St. 
South.

Fecho is a prolific 
mixed media artist, 
working in and com-
bining textiles, paper, 
book arts, printmaking, 
collage, painting and  il-
lustration. Her artwork 
is always evocative — a 
form of poetic storytell-
ing. She innovatively 
employs traditional and 
experimental techniques 
with non-traditional ma-
terials and new contexts. 
Her stories, ideas and 
imagery are inspired by 
nature, history, the en-
vironment and her com-
munity.

“The body is gone, 
but there is a residue, a 
memory, with something 
that stays behind to 
keep these images from 

being sterile representa-
tion of spaces. Within 
these mood pieces, I 
revisit ideas and actual 
places to suggest life and 
memory, to evoke im-
aged sounds and emo-
tions,” Fecho said. “My 
pieces are never static 
but continue to evolve 
and change. Both hand 
and mind manipulate, 
gather, reshape in effort 
to preserve and also to 
open a door or a window 
for the viewer.”

A professor of art at 
Barton College since 
1997, Fecho also serves 
as dean of the col-
lege’s school of visual, 
performing and com-
munication arts. She 
studied at East Carolina 
University. With a Mas-
ter of Fine Arts degree 
from East Carolina Uni-
versity, Fecho continued 
with postgraduate stud-
ies through Northern 
Illinois University, the 
Penland School of 
Crafts, the Humboldt 
Field Research Institute 
of Maine and the North 
Carolina Botanical Gar-
dens. She is a trained 
printmaker, designer 
and an illustrator with 
professional experi-
ences that extend be-
yond three decades. Her 
art studio and gallery, 
Fecho Designs, is locat-
ed in historic downtown 
Tarboro.

Fecho and her hus-
band, Scott, make their 
home in Tarboro. They 
have one son and three 
grandchildren.

“Within these mood pieces, I revisit 
ideas and actual places to suggest life 
and memory, to evoke imaged sounds 
and emotions.”
SUSAN FECHO, Barton art professor
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The Brittany returns March 13, 14

More than 50 games will be played at this year's The Brittany showcase in Wilson. Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake Wilson

Showcase delivers 
empowering message
By Janelle Clevinger

The Brittany Willis Me-
morial Scholarship Soc-
cer Showcase in Wilson 
is known statewide as the 
premier girls’ soccer event 
in North Carolina, with a 
waiting list of teams want-
ing to play to prove it.

For many players, the 
fields in Wilson will be the 
nicest ones they will play 
on during their high school 
years. 

One player from every 
team that participates will 
take home a sportsmanship 
award. Friendships will be 
made, titles will be won. 

But the most important part 
of the soccer showcase hap-
pens before every player 
even steps off her bus. 

THE TALK

“A brief presentation is 
given to the teams when 
they arrive by ambassa-
dors of the showcase,” said 
Stewart Arens Jr., The Brit-
tany Showcase committee 
chairman. “The presenta-
tion is the Brittany mes-
sage, which is about safety 
and being aware of your 
surroundings. We want 
these girls to know what to 
do if  they find themselves 

in a similar situation as 
Brittany did.”

The “Brittany” Arens re-
fers to is Brittany Willis, the 
18-year-old Wilson resident 
who was kidnapped as she 
returned a graduation gift 
to a local store in 2004, 
raped and murdered. 

“We want to let these 
ladies know to not hesitate 
to ask for help if they feel 
uncomfortable in any situa-
tion” Arens said. “We want 
them to know that it’s OK 
to, for example, go back 
into the business or place 
they were and ask for help.”

Last year, the Brittany 
Showcase committee found 
out that its presentations 
were working.

“The committee received 
an email from the parent of 
a Brittany participant last 

summer talking about how 
her daughter and a friend 
had been at the beach and 
were made very nervous by 
someone who approached 
them as they were leaving 
the beach,” Arens said. 

“The girls remembered 
what they’d heard at the 
Brittany tournament, went 
back to the beach, got peo-
ple to walk them to their 
car, and the person making 
them nervous disappeared. 
Hearing this story really 
meant a lot to everyone 
who works so hard on this 
event.”

“Players have been seen all 
across the state wearing their 
Brittany T-shirts, and the 
feedback has been that they 
hear the message of safety 

Continued on page 9



loud and clear,” said David 
Wilson, who also volunteers 
on the showcase committee. 
“Each year we receive feed-
back from players, coaches 
and parents who want to 
pass along their appreciation 
for being invited to the event. 
Many have told us it is the 
highlight of their year.”

SHOWCASE WEEKEND

Wilson said that 82 teams 
are currently registered to 
play 53 games during the 
showcase weekend. The 
majority of games are being 
played at the J. Burt Gillette 
Athletic Complex, but a few 
will also be played at the 
newly-renovated Greater 
Rotary Park and Fike High 
School. The Rotary Club of 
Greater Wilson has been a 
lead sponsor of the Brittany 
Showcase since its first 
games were played in 2005 
with 18 teams.

“We are very fortunate to 
have first class soccer facili-
ties in Wilson,” Wilson said. 
“The soccer complex, cou-
pled with The Brittany expe-
rience, leaves a very positive, 
lasting impression on every-
one who attends. Each year 
we receive feedback from 
players, coaches and parents 
who want to pass along their 
appreciation for being in-
vited to the event.”

Soccer players and 

coaches are not the only 
ones who appreciate the 
experience The Brittany of-
fers. All three Wilson high 
schools provide volunteers 
for the two-day event, and 
members of the community 
not associated with any of 
the schools also volunteer 
their time.

“This is truly a community 
event, from sponsors to stu-
dents to community volun-
teers,” Arens said. “This is 
a group dedicating to doing 
this tournament right. It is a 
testament to the Wilson com-
munity as to what you can do 
when you put effort into it.”

THE GOALS

Arens said that The Brit-
tany Soccer Showcase has 
four main goals.

“The first is to celebrate 
Brittany’s life, remember 
her, and remember her love 
for the sport of soccer,” 
Arens said. “The second is 
to raise money for scholar-
ships available to be award-
ed to any high school se-
nior graduating high school 
in Wilson County, and that 
includes public and private 
high schools.” 

The number of scholar-
ships varies each year, but 
approximately 64 scholar-
ships have been awarded 
over the years. Scholarship 
money is collected from cor-
porations and businesses, 
civic clubs and individuals, 

The Wilson County Tour-
ism Development Authority 
and donations from all the 
teams. The city of Wilson 
does not charge for use of 
soccer fields, and even the 
game officials work at a 
discounted rate with the dif-
ference being put into the 
scholarship fund.

Arens said the third goal 
of showcase is to get the 
Brittany message out and 
let girls and women not 
to worry about asking for 
help if they feel threatened 
or nervous about their sur-
roundings. 

The fourth goal is to pro-
mote Wilson County.

“The Brittany brings in 
people from all over the 

state, so we have people 
staying in our hotels and 
eating in our restaurants,” 
Arens said. “And in the 
back of my mind, I’m think-
ing that we have had tens 
of thousands of players and 
families come through and 
they’ve had a great experi-
ence in Wilson. In time, 
some of these girls will be 
presidents of corporations 
and decision makers, and 
they will remember Wilson, 
have great memories of it 
and look to invest here.”

For more information about 
The Brittany Willis Memo-
rial Scholarship Soccer 
Showcase, visit www.theb-
rittany.org.

Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  March 2020  9

The Brittany: 'They will remember Wilson'
Continued from page 8

The Brittany Willis Memorial Scholarship Soccer Showcase is 
March 13-14 in Wilson. Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake 
Wilson

The Shoppes at Brentwood • 252.281.1349

Full Service Bar With Variety
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Covered Outdoor Patio That

Overlooks Brentwood

Private Dining Room Available
A Great Dining Experience

And Atmosphere

Open Monday-Saturday
Lunch 11 a.m.- 2:30p.m
Dinner 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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in harmony celebrates 30 years
Event is 
March 20

Choral music students 
from Beddingfield, Fike 
and Hunt high schools, are 
preparing to wow audi-
ences at the upcoming in 
harmony #30, one of our 
community’s signature 
annual musical events. In 
addition to musical talent, 
Wilson Education Partner-
ship, will host a county 
student art showcase and 
sale. 

“Celebrating the Arts, 
featuring in harmony #30,” 
will be held on Friday, 
March 20, at 7 p.m. in the 
auditorium at Fike High 
School. 

Admission for in har-
mony is $10. Tickets can 
be purchased at Hunt, 
Fike or Beddingfield. 
Tickets will also be sold 
at the door until they are 
sold out. 

The performance will 
showcase more than 350 
high school students sing-
ing and dancing together. 
The show name, in har-
mony, reflects the students 
singing in four-part harmo-
ny and as a unified choir. 
Student accompanists join 
with their musical talents, 
providing a live back-up 
band.  

WEP welcomes back 
guest choreographer 
Amanda Bennett. She 
graduated from Bedding-
field High School and 
Meredith College with a 
bachelor’s degree in dance 
and a concentration in 
private studio teaching 
and her K-12 N.C. dance 
licensure for public school 
instruction. She also has 
a Master of Fine arts in 
dance performance and 
choreography from The 

College at Brockport, 
SUNY in Brockport, New 
York.

In 2007, she pioneered 
the dance program at Hunt 
High School and served as 
the director there for three 
years. 

Choral instruction and 
preparation for in harmony 
will be coordinated at the 
schools by teacher musi-
cians Luke Hancock at Bed-
dingfield, Matt Joyner at 
Fike and Andrew Childers 
at Hunt. 

The student art show-
case will be featured in the 
Fike High School lobby 
and cafeteria. Elementary, 
middle and high schools 
will showcase selected art-
work from their students. 
The art will be on display 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., and 
admission is free. Several 
schools will be selling stu-
dent art work. Proceeds 
raised from this sale 
will directly benefit the 
school’s art program.

Funds raised from the 

event are used to support 
the programs coordinated 
by the Wilson Education 
Partnership to benefit 
students and teachers in 
Wilson County Schools.

in harmony #30 is sup-
ported by a grant from 
the Arts Council of Wilson 
through the North Caro-

lina Arts Council, a divi-
sion of the Department 
of Natural & Cultural Re-
sources.

For more information, call 
WEP Executive Director 
Robin Williams at 281-6931 
or email her at rwilliams@
wilsonedpartnership.com.

Students enjoy their performance at last year's in harmony. This year's show is March 20 at 
Fike. Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake Wilson

This year's in harmony #30 is at Fike High School on March 
20. Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake Wilson
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Dancers on stage at Boykin March 20
For Wide Awake Wilson

Collage Dance Collec-
tive will bring its show 
to Wilson at 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday, March 20, at the 
Boykin Center.

Collage Dance Col-
lective works to inspire 
the growth of ballet by 
showcasing a repertoire 
of relevant choreog-
raphy and world-class 
dancers. Founded in 
New York City in 2006, 
the company relocated 
to Memphis in 2007 to 
take part in the city’s 
artistic renaissance and 
to fulfill its mission of 
extending the reach of 
outstanding classical 
ballet training. Since the 
move, this professional 
company has presented 
nine full-length seasons 

in Memphis and has 
toured both nationally 
and internationally. 

Collage is committed 
to increasing access 
to outstanding ballet 
training and increasing 
diversity on professional 
ballet stages.  

To find out more 
about this progressive 
dance program and the 
opportunities it offers, 
visit http://www.col-
lagedance.org. 

Tickets are $25 and are 
available by calling the 
Arts Council of Wilson at 
252-291-4329, visiting the 
box office at the Boykin 
Center (Tuesday-Friday 
10-5 p.m. or Saturday 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.), or visiting 
www.wilsonarts.com to 
purchase through eTix.

Collage Dance Collective will perform in Wilson at the Boykin 
Center. Photo by Raphael Baker

Asian Cafe 

252-281-5932 • 2861 Raleigh Rd. Parkway
www.vareewilson.com

Thai, Sushi & Ramen 
Full Bar offering beer, wine, 

cocktails and cold and warm sake.
Take-out & catering services available

Best Thai 
and Sushi 
in Wilson! 

Voted Wilson’s Favorite Place to Buy Jewelry 2019

Shoppes at Brentwood
243-5707

Graduate Gemologist On Staff
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Explore businesses at Spring Expo
Event is 
March 21 at 
fairgrounds
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Wilson Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting the 
2020 Wilson Spring Expo 
at the Wilson County 
Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
March 21, beginning at 10 
a.m. Expo is presented by 
Greenlight Community 
Broadband and supported 
by Anita’s Marketing, 
with Great Gardens 
Nursery and Landscape 
serving as the featured 
landscaper.

“For several years, the 
Wilson Spring Expo has 
been growing to become 
one of the largest home, 
garden and business expos 
in eastern North Caro-
lina,” according to Ryan 
W. Simons, president of 
the Wilson Chamber of 
Commerce. “We’ve seen 
vendor participation in-
crease year over year, and 
subsequently, visitors to the 
Expo — who are potential 
customers of those vendors 
— have increased as well.”

In addition to more than 
100 vendors who special-
ize in such diverse services 
such as home improvement 
contractors, health care 
and personal finance, the 
Wilson Spring Expo will 
also feature kids’ activities, 
outdoor displays and food 
trucks, making it an event 
that appeals to the entire 
family.  

“This year we’ve even 
added entertainment in 
the form of the East Coast 
Rhythm and Blues Band,” 
said Simons, who noted 
the need to add elements 
every year that build on 
the event’s growing popu-

larity. “Additionally, The 
Action Group is sponsor-
ing a garden-style seating 
area to relax and enjoy the 
music.”

There is no cost to attend 
the Wilson Spring Expo, 
and visitors are encouraged 
to take their time to speak 
with vendors who rely on 
customers to shop locally 
for the goods and services 

they provide. According to 
Simons, while making sure 
visitors to the Expo have 
an enjoyable experience, 
the primary purpose of the 
event is to showcase the 
strength and diversity of 
the Wilson business com-
munity.

“Wilson has been rec-
ognized as a great place 
for business for a reason. 

However, in order for that 
reputation to grow, it’s im-
portant that our commu-
nity continue to support 
locally-owned businesses 
who have chosen to in-
vest in our market and 
this Chamber.  I hope and 
expect that the Wilson 
Spring Expo provides an 
opportunity for those con-
nections to take place.”

A representative of Carolina Breast Imaging talks with a visitor to her booth at last year's 
Wilson Chamber Expo. Janelle Clevinger | Times

Events for the 
entire family are 
planned again 
this year for 
2020 Wilson 
Spring Expo. 
Janelle Clevinger | 
Times



STREET REVIVAL 

  Boots, Bow Ties  
& Glo Ball 
Friday, April 3 

Wilson Country Club 

Call 252-281-6931 
for Glo Ball  
Information 

(limited availability) 
featuring the band   

Street Revival 

Tickets $50 

Silent Auction featuring Local Student Art Work & Other 
Items, Pottery Sale, Whiskey Tasting, Delectable Delights,  

Spirits, Music and More… 
 

Tickets available on line at www.wilsonedpartnership.com or at  
Hilton’s Men’s & Ladies Fine Clothing & Blissful Boutique 
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BARTON COLLEGE

NC Museum of Art curator visits Barton
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Barton College 
Friends of Visual Arts 
and the Barton Art Gal-
leries will welcome Linda 
Johnson Dougherty, chief 
curator and curator of con-
temporary art at the North 
Carolina Museum of Art on 
Thursday, March 26, at 6 
p.m. Dougherty will discuss 
her curating role at the mu-
seum.

This event will be held 
in the Barton Art Galleries 
and is open to the public at 
no charge. The community 
is invited to attend. 

THE SPEAKER

Dougherty is currently 
organizing exhibitions of 
contemporary art and de-

veloping artists’ projects for 
the Museum Park. 

 She most recently cu-
rated “Invisible: Scott 
Avett” (2019); “The Beyond: 
Georgia O’Keeffe and 
Contemporary Art” (2018); 
“Candida Hofer in Mexico” 
(2018); and  “You Are Here” 
(2018). 

Prior to her appoint-
ment as chief curator, 
Dougherty served as the 
co-director of the Office 
of Public Art for the North 
Carolina Arts Council 
from 1998-2000 and was 
a project coordinator for 
the Artworks for State 
Buildings Program for the 
North Carolina Arts Coun-
cil from 1995-1998. Before 
moving to North Carolina 
in 1993, she was a curator 

at The Phillips Collection, 
a research associate in 
the Department of Twen-
tieth-Century Art at the 
National Gallery of Art, 
and a research assistant at 
the National Museum of 
American Art in Washing-
ton, D.C.

As an independent cu-
rator and critic based in 
Chapel Hill, she contrib-
uted reviews and articles 
on contemporary art to 
numerous national art 
publications, including 
Art Papers, Sculpture 
Magazine and Public Art 
Review and has also writ-
ten exhibition catalogs 
and guest curated exhibi-
tions for museums and 
contemporary art centers 
in North Carolina and 

throughout the United 
States.  

She has served on selec-
tion panels for the National 
Endowment for the Arts, 
McColl Center for Visual 
Art and the North Carolina 
Arts Council.  

She has a bachelor of arts 
degree in art history from 
Wesleyan University and a 
master of arts degree in art 
history from Williams Col-
lege.

 For additional infor-
mation about this event, 
contact Maureen O’Neill, 
assistant professor of art 
and director of exhibitions 
and educational program-
ming, at 252-399-6476 or 
moneill@barton.edu, or 
Barton Art Galleries at 252-
399-6477.

Shop local. Eat local.
Shop Brentwood.

Put your

your
where

is.

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

Good Food • Fast Service

201 Ward Blvd. • 237-8365

CREAMERY 
Family Restaurant

The

243-2934
S. Goldsboro St. at Ward Blvd. Wilson N.C. 

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

 since 1946

 since 1969
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BARTON COLLEGE

Barton welcomes artist-in-residence
Painter Sara 
Pedigo featured 
in gallery, classes
For Wide Awake Wilson

The spring semester is 
a great time for art lovers, 
especially those with an 
interest in observational 
painting. Barton College 
celebrates new artist-in-res-
idence Sara Pedigo with a 
series of public events fea-
turing the award-winning 
painter. Her new exhibition, 
“Postscripts,” will open at 
the Barton Art Galleries on 
Monday, March 16, and will 
run through Friday, April 
17.

On Thursday, March 19, 
Barton College Friends of 
Visual Arts will host its an-
nual FOVA Spring Lecture 
and Dinner. A wine and 
cheese reception with the 
artist will begin in the gal-
lery at 5 p.m., followed by 
Pedigo’s lecture at 6 p.m. 
Guests will be invited to the 
Kennedy Family Theatre’s 
Bridgestone Americas 
Atrium for dinner at 7 p.m. 
Reservations are required 
for the dinner only. 

Tickets for the dinner 
are $35 per person, and 
reservations and payments 
must be received by Friday, 
March 13. FOVA members 
may reserve tickets for $25 
per person. For more in-
formation about this FOVA 
event, contact Maureen 
O’Neill, director of exhi-
bitions and educational 
programming, Barton Art 
Galleries, at 252-399-6476 
or moneill@barton.edu. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Sara Pedigo grew up in 
the American South. She 
received her Master of 

Fine Arts degree in paint-
ing from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, in 
2007. She currently serves 
as a professor and chair of 
the visual and performing 
arts department at Flagler 
College located in St. Au-
gustine, Florida, her under-
graduate alma mater. 

Pedigo has exhibited 
nationally, with solo exhi-
bitions at Western Illinois 
University, Furman Uni-
versity, College of South-
ern Nevada and Barton 
College, as well as Arts 
on Douglas, New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida, and Wynn 
Bone Gallery in Annapolis, 

Maryland. 
Regarding thoughts 

about her painting prac-
tice, Pedigo shared, “My 
artistic practice focuses on 
a search for contentment 
and pleasure in undramatic 
everyday surroundings, 
emanating from a desire to 
generate gratitude for liv-
ing.”

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
PROGRAM

While serving as artist-in-
residence at Barton, Pedigo 
plans to engage the Bar-
ton painting and drawing 
students with lectures and 

demonstrations related to 
the process of painting and 
drawing from life. 

Pedigo will also provide 
painting workshops for the 
community on Saturday, 
March 19, and Saturday, 
March 28. Each Saturday 
“Painting from Life” work-
shop will run from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. in Case Art 
Building on campus. The 
cost of each workshop is 
$15 for FOVA members 
and $25 for nonmembers. 
There will be a lunch break 
during the day, and partici-
pants can have lunch in the 

Sara Pedigo will be artist-in-residence at Barton this semester. Photo by Zach Thomas

Continued on page 16
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BARTON COLLEGE

Barton Culinary Center in 
Hamlin Student Center at 
a cost of $8.43 per person. 
Participants will need to 
take their own supplies for 
the workshop. 

A list of supplies needed 
will be provided to par-
ticipants upon signing up. 
Space is limited. Partici-
pants can sign-up for one 
or both of the workshops. 
Each workshop will focus 
on the process of painting 
from life, using a still-life 
as the primary subject for 
the paintings. Pedigo will 
introduce participants 
to color mixing (with oil 
paint), palette organization 
and strategies for good 
compositions. The work-
shops are open to all levels. 

For more information about 
these events, contact 
Maureen O’Neill, director 
of exhibitions and educa-
tional programming at the 
Barton Art Galleries at 252-
399-6477 or artgalleries@
barton.edu.

Continued from page 15

Painter Sara Pedigo will be featured in a gallery show at Barton College while she is an artist-
in-residence there. This painting is titled "Something More." 

Filmmakers sought for festival
For the Times

Cucalorus is accepting submissions 
for the fourth annual Tarheel Shorties 
Film Festival taking place Friday, May 
8, in Wilson.

North Carolina filmmakers are en-
couraged to apply, especially emerg-
ing and professional filmmakers with 
original new short films.

The festival will screen a collection 
of N.C. shorts to showcase indepen-
dent filmmakers working in North 
Carolina. 

The festival was launched to show-
case the legacy of indie film in the 
state, showcasing filmmakers such as 
Norwood Cheek, Francesca Talenti, 
Dave Monahan and dozens of the 
state’s creators.

The Tarheel Shorties Film Festival 

is made possible through a new part-
nership with the Arts Council of Wil-
son and is supported by the N.C. Arts 
Council, a division of the Department 
of Natural & Cultural Resources.

Screenings will be held at the Edna 
Boykin Cultural Center.

Tarheel Shorties landed in Wilson 
last year through a partnership with the 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park, with the 
intention of establishing the event as an 
annual celebration in Wilson.

Filmmakers can enter their origi-
nal short film submissions through 
the festival’s FilmFreeway listing. 
First-time filmmakers of all ages 
are also encouraged to submit short 
films of all kinds less than 40 min-
utes in length. All films should have 
been made in the past two years by 

North Carolina residents or natives, 
or should have been filmed in North 
Carolina.

Deadline for entry is March 5. 
Email dan@cucalorus.org for more 
info about submitting a film or visit 
FilmFreeway.com to fill out the user-
friendly submission form.

Filmmakers can enter 
their original short film 
submissions through the 
festival’s FilmFreeway 
listing. 
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BARTON COLLEGE

John Kessel featured author March 31
Work includes science 
fiction and fantasy
For Wide Awake Wilson

Plan to spend an out-of-this-world 
evening with the Barton College 

Friends of Hackney 
Library as members wel-
come speculative fiction 
author John Kessel for 
the annual Spring Dinner 
and Lecture scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 31. 
This will be the Friends’ 
first opportunity to host 

an author working in the genre of 
speculative fiction, which includes 
science fiction, fantasy, slipstream 
and other works that embrace super-
natural or futuristic themes.

The evening will begin with an 
alfresco book signing and wine recep-
tion at 6 p.m. on the bricked patio 
area in front of Hardy Alumni Hall. 
Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. in 
Hardy Alumni Hall, with the program 
immediately following.

The cost for the event is $35 per 
person, and the deadline for reserva-
tions is at 5 p.m. on Monday, March 
23. For additional information or to 
reserve seats, contact Ann Dolman, 
outreach and public services librar-
ian, Hackney Library, at adolman@
barton.edu or 252-399-6507.

Born in Buffalo, New York, Kessel 
is the award-winning author of the 
novels “Pride and Prometheus,” “The 
Moon and the Other,” “Good News 
from Outer Space,” “Corrupting 
Dr. Nice,” and, in collaboration 
with James Patrick Kelly, “Freedom 
Beach.” Kessel’s short story col-
lections include “Meeting in Infin-
ity” (a New York Times Notable 
Book), “The Pure Product” and “The 
Baum Plan for Financial Indepen-
dence and Other Stories.”

Kessel’s stories have twice re-
ceived the Nebula Award given by 
the Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers of America (for the best sci-
ence fiction or fantasy published in 
the United States), in addition to the 
Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award 
(the University of Kansas Center for 

the Study of Science Fiction’s award 
for best science fiction short story), 
the Locus Poll (chosen by readers 
of “Locus” magazine), the Shirley 
Jackson Award (for outstanding 
achievement in the literature of 
psychological suspense, horror and 
the dark fantastic) and the James 
Tiptree Jr. Award (a literary award 
encouraging the exploration and ex-
pansion of gender).  

His play “Faustfeathers” won 
the Paul Green Playwright’s Prize, 
and his story “A Clean Escape” was 
adapted as an episode of the ABC TV 
series “Masters of Science Fiction.”

In addition, Kessel has collabo-
rated with Jim Kelly to edit five an-
thologies of stories re-visioning 
contemporary short sci-fi, most 
recently “Digital Rapture: The Sin-
gularity Anthology.”

Kessel holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in physics and English and 
a Ph.D. in American literature. He 
helped found and served as the first 
director of the Master of Fine Arts 
program in creative writing at North 
Carolina State University, where he 
has taught since 1982. Kessel current-
ly lives and works in Raleigh, with his 
wife, author Therese Anne Fowler.

Author 
John 
Kessel will 
speak at 
Barton on 
March 31. 
Tickets 
for the 
event 
should be 
purchased 
by March 
23. 
Contributed 
photo

Kessel
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Does warm winter mean more insects?
By Cyndi Lauderdale

Since we have been expe-
riencing an overall warmer 

winter 
than 
normal, 
ques-
tions are 
already 
coming 
in asking 
if there 
will be 
more in-

sects and weeds this spring 
and summer.  

The short answer for in-
sects, is it’s different for dif-
ferent insects. For those that 
“hibernate,” winter doesn’t 
have a strong effect because 
they will remain quiescent 
for about the same time re-
gardless. These insects (like 
hornworms, earworms, 

Japanese beetles) also 
selected sheltered areas 
to overwinter when they 
hibernate, so temperature 
fluctuations are less impor-
tant. Many, but not all, of 
these insects also have one 
generation per year, and as 
a rule, those sorts of critters 
are not more or less severe-
based on winter temps.

For insects that don’t 
hibernate all winter, like 
thrips and spotted wing 
drosophila, a mild winter 
can mean more issues 
because more survive and 
reproduce. But winter is 
not the only determinant of 
these insects’ populations. 
Thrips, for example, can 
also be highly impacted 
by early spring rain (more 
rain, less thrips because 
the little newly hatched 
ones are killed) and by the 

timing of die-back of their 
winter weed hosts (which is 
related how quickly it gets 
really hot in the spring).

But, as a general rule, 
insects that don’t hibernate 
and have multiple annual 
generations may be active 
earlier in springs following 
a warm winter (but other 
than early activity, their lat-
er population dynamics de-
pend on other things more 
than just winter temps).

Speaking of other things, 
the soil temperatures have 
remained high, so spring 
and summer weeds could 

be emerging.  If you apply 
pre-emergence herbicides 
to lawns or landscape beds 
you will need to apply ear-
lier and consider split appli-
cations because the “weed 
season” will be longer.

For more information, 
call the Wilson County 
Master Gardeners Wednes-
days from 1-3 p.m. at 
252-237-0113 or email wil-
sonemgv@hotmail.com.

Cyndi Lauderdale is horticul-
ture extension agent with 
N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion.          

CYNDI 
LAUDERDALE

If you apply pre-emergence herbicides 
to lawns or landscape beds you will 
need to apply earlier and consider split 
applications because the “weed season” 
will be longer.

700 Ward Blvd., Wilson, NC • 252-291-2105
www.pizzainn.com

$20
SUNDAYS AFTER 5PM

FAMILY NIGHT
2 ADULT BUFFETS
2 BEVERAGES
2 FREE KIDS BUFFETS 
PER PAYING ADULT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any 
other coupon or offer.  Expires 3-31-20. 
Wilson Pizza Inn Only

252-237-2050

4311 Wiggins Mill Rd., Wilson, NC
www.greatgardens.biz

Locally owned and operated, Great 
Gardens has the largest selection of 
plants in Wilson County and offers a wide 
variety of products and services. We 
assist our customers in creating unique 
and original landscapes along with all 
their plant and landscaping needs.

Specializing In:
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Brick Patios & Walks
• Landscaping
• Old Fashioned Plants
• Herbs & Vegetable Plants
• Unique & New Items

252-237-2050

4311 Wiggins Mill Rd., Wilson, NC
www.greatgardens.biz

Locally owned and operated, Great 
Gardens has the largest selection of 
plants in Wilson County and offers a wide 
variety of products and services. We 
assist our customers in creating unique 
and original landscapes along with all 
their plant and landscaping needs.

Specializing In:
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Brick Patios & Walks
• Landscaping
• Old Fashioned Plants
• Herbs & Vegetable Plants
• Unique & New Items252-237-2050

4311 Wiggins Mill Rd., Wilson, NC
www.greatgardens.biz

Locally owned and operated, Great 
Gardens has the largest selection of 
plants in Wilson County and offers a wide 
variety of products and services. We 
assist our customers in creating unique 
and original landscapes along with all 
their plant and landscaping needs.

Specializing In:
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Brick Patios & Walks
• Landscaping
• Old Fashioned Plants
• Herbs & Vegetable Plants
• Unique & New Items

Specializing In:
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Brick Patios & Walks
• Landscaping
• Old Fashioned Plants
• Whirligigs
• Unique & New Items

Locally owned and operated, 
Great Gardens has the largest 
selection of plants in Wilson 
County and offers a wide variety 
of products and services. We 
assist our customers in creating 
unique and original landscapes 
along with all their plant and 
landscaping needs.
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AUDITIONS

‘Showtime at the Boykin’
For Wide Awake Wilson

ACT! for Youth and the 
Arts Council of Wilson 
announce auditions for 
“Showtime at the Boykin.”

“Showtime at the 
Boykin” will be a show-
case for young performers 
(grades K-12) to display 
their talents as singers, 
dancers, instrumentalists 
and variety acts. This fun-
filled evening will be great 
entertainment for the en-
tire family.

There will be an online 
application process, and 
all auditions will be done 
via video submitted by 
each performer or group. 
Videos do not need to be 
“professionally” created. 
The Arts Council of Wil-
son is only interested in 
viewing the entire piece 

you wish to perform and 
getting a good sense of 
your creative capabilities. 

There will be a $10 (non-
refundable) fee to submit 
a video audition, and audi-
tioning does not guarantee 
a spot in the showcase. If 
selected, you must com-
mit to attending both the 
rehearsal and the perfor-
mance, no exceptions. 

The performance date is 
Saturday May 23, at 7:30 
p.m.

Rehearsal date is Friday, 
May 22, from 6:30-10 p.m.

Video submissions and 
application fee are due 
by April 6. For complete 
information and to sub-
mit an audition form and 
video, visit the Arts Coun-
cil website at www.wilson-
arts.com/actforyouth/. 

'Dazzling Sounds of  Broadway'
For Wide Awake Wilson

Vision Community The-
atre Group, Inc. will hold 
auditions for “Dazzling 
Sounds of Broadway” on 
Tuesday, March 24, and 
Thursday, March 26, at 6 
p.m. Auditions will be held 
at 316 Douglas St., tempo-
rary location for the Arts 
Council administrative of-
fices.

No experience is required. 
Auditions are open to adults 
of all ages and youth no 
younger than 12. Anyone 
interested in dancing, sing-
ing, acting or choreography 
is invited to audition. Those 
auditioning should be pre-
pared to sing a song of their 
choice from their favorite 
Broadway show.

Dancers and choreogra-
phers should prepare a one-

minute dance routine and 
take a track of the music.

Video auditions will also be 
accepted. For information on 
submitting a video audition, 
call 252-220-0796 or send an 
email to CatchTheVisionWil-
son@gmail.com. 

Those interested in work-
ing behind the scenes, stage 
hands, property manager, 
set design, costuming, etc., 
should contact Toshika 
Johnson Smith, 252-363-
8480, for details. 

“Dazzling Sounds of 
Broadway” is a fast-paced 
revue of some of Broad-
way’s most popular show 
tunes and will include 
music, dance and perfor-
mances. 

Show date is Saturday, 
June 27, 6 p.m. at the Edna 
Boykin Cultural Center.

3466 Airport Blvd. • Wilson
399-1100 • PerformanceHVAC.com

• Ask about convenient residential         
  Maintenance Agreements for     
  priority service, discounted rates 
  and energy savings.

• All makes and models serviced, 
  FREE QUOTES on replacement    
  systems and upgrades.

Now Hiring Now Hiring 
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Painter visits Barnes Corner Gallery
First Friday 
open house 
features J.J. 
Jiang
For Wide Awake Wilson

Cool blues fold into 
warm, complimen-
tary burnt oranges. Light 
moves into dark. Crisp 
edges dance with those 
that blur and fade. Be-
neath the folds of the Japa-
nese kimono, the figure of 
a woman — exotic in her 
features, lovely and sen-
sual in her form, reclines 
with arm outstretched. 

The watercolor painting, 
“Kimono – Beauty + Form” 
is suffused with a calm, 
thoughtful focus. 

Painted by Cary artist 
J.J. Jiang, this award-win-
ning piece is a harmony 
of two art forms converg-
ing — the ancient art of 
the Japanese kimono dress 
and the universal art of the 
human form. 

J.J. Jiang’s internation-
ally awarded watercolor 
and oil paintings will be 
featured at Barnes Cor-
ner Gallery’s First Friday 
Open House on March 6, 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. The 
exhibition will run through 
April 24.

The harmony and quiet 
sensitivity shown in “Ki-
mono – Beauty + Form” 

is a constant throughout 
Jiang’s work and his life. 
Born in the ancient and 
culturally significant city 
of Suzhou, near the south-
east coast of China, Jiang 
was surrounded by water 
and more than 6 million 
people. As a child, he 
found solace and harmony 
in the quiet of painting and 
the reading and writing of 
poetry.   

“I loved painting and 
drawing when I was a 
kid,” Jiang says. “When I 

entered university, I knew 
I must be smart and wise.” 
Soon he found architec-
ture, a creative art form 
that suited him well, while 
offering him the oppor-
tunity to earn a living. In 
1990 he came to the Unit-
ed States to attend gradu-
ate architectural studies at 
S.U.N.Y in Buffalo. After 
practicing and teaching 
architecture for a number 
of years, Jiang came full 

See J.J. Jiang and his "Kimono — Beauty + Form" at Barnes Corner Gallery's First Friday Open House March 6. Contributed photo

Continued on page 21

“I loved painting and drawing when I 
was a kid. When I entered university, I 
knew I must be smart and wise. ”
J.J. JIANG, painter from Cary



circle back to his fine art 
painting. 

“I love teaching, and I 
love painting,” Jiang says. 
He explains that in Eastern 
philosophy, to find one’s 
true calling, one should 
not fight nature. One 
should be true to one’s 
self. “I didn’t find art; art 
found me.”

For the past 17 years, 
Jiang has lived primarily 
in Cary, where he teaches, 
paints and creates archi-
tectural illustrations, a 
path he will travel, “until 
life tells me otherwise,” he 
says. 

Equally adept at water-
color and oil, Jiang intui-
tively chooses whichever 
medium best expresses 
his feelings for the subject 
at the moment he decides 
to paint it, stressing the 
importance of not over-
thinking his process or 
worrying what others 
might think. With his 
years of architectural 
design experience, the 
design and composition 
of a painting comes natu-
rally and spontaneously, 
leaving him free to simply 
express the beauty and 
harmony he finds in his 
subjects. 

The human form is a 
constant source of inspira-
tion for Jiang. Currently 
he is exploring how he can 
bring the sculptural quali-
ties of the kimono and fig-
ure to his paintings.

Jiang will be present at 
the March 6 First Friday 
to discuss his work. The 
public is invited to at-
tend. He will also teach a 
watercolor workshop at 
Barnes Corner Gallery on 
Saturday, March 7, and an 
oil painting workshop on 
Saturday, April 4. Call Pegi 
Sharp at 252-235-8878 for 
more information on the 
workshops, and to reserve 
space.
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First Friday: Paintings on exhibit in downtown gallery
Continued from page 20

See J.J. Jiang's watercolor and oil paintings in Barnes Corner Gallery's First Friday Open House 
March 6. Contributed photo
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Cold wax artist 
joins studio
For Wide Awake Wilson

To follow Wilson art-
ist Mary Koogler through 
the creation of a cold wax 
painting, one must expect 
the unexpected. Hundreds 
of artistic twists and turns 
lead her from her begin-
ning point — a photograph-
ic image — to her endpoint 
— a painting powerful in its 
design, texture and emo-
tional impact that in no way 
resembles the photograph 
that inspired it. 

Barnes Corner Gallery & 
Art Ventures welcomes Mary 
Koogler and her work to its 
group of resident artists, now 
numbering five. Koogler was 
featured in a one-woman 
exhibition at the Arts Council 
of Wilson where she sold nu-
merous paintings.

A retired nurse, Koogler 
began her art journey eight 
years ago, painting in oil 
under the tutelage of Pegi 
Barnes Sharp. Inspired by 
the creative process, she 
set up a studio in her own 
home and painted fervently. 
Quickly, Koogler realized 
traditional representational 
work wasn’t the kind of art 
she was drawn to create. 

Seeking new techniques 
and materials, Koogler 
soon fell in love with cold 
wax painting, studying 
methods under numerous 
highly-acclaimed artist-
instructors across the state.

“Cold wax allows you to 
put layer upon layer onto 
the canvas, changing the 
depth and texture of the 
piece. It allows you to move 
paint in a completely differ-
ent way,” Koogler said.

Cold wax painting is a 
riff on the ancient art of 
encaustics, a method using 
highly-flammable, molten 
bees wax mixed with pig-

ments. 
A relatively new product, 

cold wax is a combination 
of bees wax and resin or 
solvent and is used at room 
temperature. Oil paint is 
mixed with this thick, semi-
transparent medium that is 
the consistency of Crisco. 
Once a layer is applied with 
a squeegee or a brayer, 
the wax can be carved or 
imprinted with textures 
and even imbedded with 
pictures, leaves or other 
material. Multiple layers 
give dimension and texture 
not possible using only oil 
paints, Koogler said.  

“Painting is a medita-
tive place for me, and I 
deeply enjoy that,” she 
said. “Painting with cold 
wax looks simple, but it’s 
not. Everything must come 
from your head … the lay-
ers and textures. I must pay 
attention to my feelings, 
observing the process, 
watching what the work is 
going to do, then respond 
to it. Sometimes I go with 
it. Sometimes I change 
directions. The art decides 
what it is doing.” 

After finishing her first 
cold wax piece, titled 
“Moon Sky,” a painting 
started in a workshop 
and completed at home, 
Koogler was hooked. 

“From then on, I was 
Team Cold Wax,” she said.

Barnes Corner Gallery 
& Art Ventures invites all 
to visit the studio and view 
her paintings, as well as the 
work of the other resident 
artists, Pegi Barnes Sharp, 
Oona Payne Lewis, Dwight 
Mitchell and Alison Hes-
mer. The gallery is open 
Tuesday to Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. First Fri-
days is from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
and first Saturdays. 

Cold wax artist Mary Koogler is a new resident artist at 
Barnes Corner Gallery and Art Ventures. Contributed photo

“Painting is a meditative place for me, 
and I deeply enjoy that. Painting with 
cold wax looks simple, but it’s not. 
Everything must come from your head 
… the layers and textures. I must pay 
attention to my feelings, observing 
the process, watching what the work 
is going to do, then respond to it. 
Sometimes I go with it. Sometimes I 
change directions. The art decides what 
it is doing.”
MARY KOOGLER, a retired nurse and cold wax artist



Fall in love with a romantic comedy
By Genevieve Baillie 

I know that this is a 
book review column, but 
readers, I’m going to ask 
you to put on your movie-
going hats with me for 
a moment and consider 
a species that is nearly 
extinct in theaters these 
days: the romantic com-
edy. 

If you were around dur-
ing the ’90s, you remem-
ber how “Sleepless in Se-
attle,” “You’ve Got Mail” 
and “While You Were 
Sleeping” led a decade-
long wave of these date 
night staple girl-meets-
boy tales.  

During these years, no 
box office list was com-
plete without at least two 
or three hapless couples 
stumbling their way 
toward love. But noth-
ing lasts forever, and 
soon the heyday of the 
romantic comedy faded, 
buried under a wave of 
flashy techno-thrillers 
and spandex-clad super-
heroes.

But rom-com fans, 
rejoice, for this genre is 
back big time — in book 
form. 

Lighter and funnier than 
your average romance 
novel, with an equal em-
phasis on the protago-
nist’s life adventures and 
the romantic story, this 
new wave of rom-coms 
in a perfect pick-me-up 
when you just need a 
quick read with a fluffy 
happy ending. 

Here are a couple that 
have caught my eye lately.

“Miss Congeniality” 
meets “Parent Trap.” 
Intrigued yet? That’s the 
quickest way to sum up 
the plot of Teri Wilson’s 
“The Accidental Beauty 
Queen.” 

Beauty queen Ginny 
Gorman is well on her 
way toward earning the 
coveted “Miss American 
Treasure” crown. 

But when a last-minute 
allergic reaction turns her 
from princess to pump-
kin, she ropes in her iden-
tical twin sister, Charlotte.

 The scheme: Take one 
camera-shy librarian, add 
a crash-course of beauty 
treatments and pass her 
off as sister Ginny until 
the reaction fades and 
they can swap out again. 
But — surprise, surprise 
— as the deception is 
stretched out longer and 
longer, Charlotte finds 
herself learning about the 
world of the pageant cir-
cuit, about her sister, and 

about herself. Oh, and 
just for one more added 
complication, Charlotte 
thinks she may be fall-
ing for super-cute contest 
judge Gray Beckham, but 
he thinks he’s falling in 
love with her sister.

If you’re grinning as you 
recognize the rom-com 
tropes in that story, boy oh 
boy do I have the book for 
you. “Would Like To Meet” 
by Rachel Winters is like 
a love letter to romantic 
comedies in all their de-
lightfully predictable plot 
lines. 

When her film agency’s 
upcoming romantic-come-
dy screenplay is on the line 
because the world-famous 
screenwriter thinks those 
romantic tropes are too 

fake and cliché to ever 
happen, Evie Summers 
sets out to prove him 
wrong by organizing her 
own real-life meet cute. 

From tipping drinks over 
random strangers, to leav-
ing her phone number in 
books scattered around 
town, she’s determined to 
try every ridiculous idea 
she’s ever seen on screen 
until one of them clicks. 

But as often happens, 
fate has its own plan in 
mind, and unsuspecting 
Evie might just end up 
with an unplanned meet-
cute of her very own.  

Genevieve Baillie is the Ex-
tension Services Librarian 
at the Wilson County Public 
Library.
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Escape with a good romantic comedy from the Wilson County Public Library. Contributed photo
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A variety of programs offered in March
The following programs 

are planned at the Wilson 
County Public Library in 
March.

YOUTH PROGRAMS

Programs take place in 
Youth Services unless oth-
erwise specified.

• Lapsit storytime is on 
Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 
24 and 31, and Wednes-
days, March 4, 11, 18 and 
25, at 9:30 a.m. for ages 0-2. 
Registration is not required.

• Preschool storytime is 
on Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 
17, 24 and 31, and Wednes-
days, March 4, 11, 18 and 
25, at 10 a.m. For ages 3 
and up. Registration is not 
required.

• Saturday family sory-
time is on March 7, 14, 21 
and 28 at 3 p.m. Registra-
tion is not required.

• Monday family story-
time and craft takes place 
on March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
at 6:30 p.m. Registration is 
not required. 

• Bilingual family sto-
rytime at the main library 
on Tuesday, March 31, at 4 
p.m. The library will con-
tinue this bilingual program 
the last Tuesday of each 
month.  Registration is not 
required.

La hora de cuentos bil-
ingües en el español y el in-
gles.  El martes 31 de marzo 
a las cuatro de la tarde la 
sucursal principal de la bib-
lioteca pública del Condado 
de Wilson va a presentar su 
hora de cuentos bilingües. 
La biblioteca quiere presen-
tar este programa el último 
martes de cada mes.

• STEAM programs are 
on Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 
17 and 24, at 7 p.m. for ages 
5 and up. Registration is not 
required.

• The monthly recurring 

Lego Club occurs on Tues-
day, March 31, at 7 p.m. 
All Legos are provided. For 
ages 5 and up. Registration 
is not required.

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS

• Teens are invited to 
experience March Mad-
ness and fill out a NCAA 
tournament bracket at the 
March Madness Bracket 
Challenge on Monday, 
March 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m. in 
the main library teen room. 
The winner will receive a 
surprise gift. Ages 13-18 
welcome. Registration is 
not required.

• The Wilson County 
Public Library Teen Adviso-
ry Board gives teens the op-
portunity to share ideas and 
plan programs and services 
offered to their peers by the 
library. Members of TAB at-
tend monthly meetings and 
assist in at least one teen 
program each school year.  
Participation may count 
toward school and National 
Honor Society service 
hours. Students ages 13-18 

are invited to enjoy refresh-
ments and learn more 
about TAB on Wednesday, 
March 25, 4:30-5:30 p.m. in 
the main library teen room. 
Registration is not required.

ADULT PROGRAMS

• Local Author Night is 
Monday, March 16, at 6 
p.m. in the main library 
assembly room. Guests 
this month will be Barbara 
Robl, editor of her mother, 
Lolly Grantham’s, book of 
poetry, “Faded Roses,” and 
Beverly Ham, author of 
“15 Reasons Why We Need 
the Holy Spirit.” Copies of 
these works will be avail-
able for purchase and sign-
ing at the event. All ages 
are welcome. Registration 
is not required.  

• Storytime and craft 
designed specifically for 
special needs adults is on 
Tuesday, March 24, at 10:30 
a.m. in the main library as-
sembly room. Registration 
is required; call 252-237-
5355 to register.

LOCAL HISTORY AND 
GENEALOGY PROGRAMS

•  On Thursday, March 12, 
2-4 p.m., drop into the Elm 
City Branch Library, 114 
N. Railroad St. in Elm City, 
for one-on-one assistance 
with Ancestry Library Edi-
tion and The Wilson Times 
digital archive. Learn how 
to research census entries 
and obituaries. These data-
bases may be accessed from 
any Wilson County Public 
Library location, but they 
are not available from home. 
Registration is not required.

• The monthly Wilson 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety meeting will take place 
Tuesday, March 31, at 7 
p.m. in the main library as-
sembly room. The featured 
speaker, Donnie Lowe, will 
discuss methods and find-
ings in the search for his 
birth parents and living bio-
logical family members. All 
are welcome and registra-
tion is not required.

DIGITAL LITERACY CLASSES

• Three-part computer 
basics series is on Wednes-
days from 2-3:30 p.m. in 
the main library confer-
ence room.  Registration is 
required for each class; call 
252-237-5355 to register. 
Keyboard and mouse ba-
sics will be introduced on 
March 4, computer basics 
on March 11 and internet 
basics on March 18.

• Need help figuring out 
your laptop, tablet, smart 
phone, or eReader? Call 
252-237-5355 to make an 
appointment for one-on-
one assistance from staff at 
the main library. Sessions 
may be limited to 30 min-
utes depending upon staff 

Makayla Tayron, left, and Kyrie Sewell play a computer game 
with one another at the Wilson County Public Library Monday. 
Drew C. Wilson | For Wide Awake Wilson

See LIBRARY, Page 25
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availability.
• Digital literacy classes 

also take place at the five 
branch locations. See 
branch programs below 
for additional technology 
instruction.

BRANCH PROGRAMS

• The Black Creek 
Branch is located at 103 
Central Ave. in Black 
Creek. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Monday-Friday and 
closed Saturday-Sunday. 
For more information, call 
252-237-3715.  

Ages 5-12 are invited to 
family storytime to read 
St. Patrick’s Day stories 
and create with crafts on 
Thursdays, March 5 and 19, 
at 4 p.m. Registration is not 
required.  

Need help figuring out 
your smartphone, tablet, 
eReader, or laptop? Device 
Advice is Tuesday, March 
10, at 3 p.m.  Registration 
is requested. Call 252-237-
3715 to register. Teens 
ages 13-18 are invited to 
make index card towers 
on Thursday, March 12, at 
4 p.m. Registration is not 
required. Lapsit storytime, 
for ages 0-4, is on Wednes-
day, March 25, at 10:30 a.m. 
Registration is not required.  

• The East branch is lo-
cated at 6000-C Ward Blvd. 
in Wilson. Hours are 2-5:30 
p.m., Monday-Thursday, 
and closed Friday-Sunday. 
For more information, call 
252-237-2627. A three-part 
Google Tools series will 
take place on Tuesdays 
from 3-4:30 p.m. Intro to 
Google Tools begins on 
March 10, Gmail Basics 
on March 17, and Google 
Chrome on March 24. Basic 
internet skills are required. 
Registration is required; 
call 252-237-2627 to regis-
ter. Storytime is on Wednes-
days, March 11 and 25, at 

4 p.m. Registration is not 
required.  

• The Elm City branch is 
located at 114 N Railroad St. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Monday-Friday. For more 
information, call 252-236-
4269.  Preschool storytime 
for ages 0-4 takes is on 
Tuesdays, March 3 and 24, 
at 10:30 a.m. Registration is 
not required. Ages 4 and up 
are invited to Lego Club on 
Thursday, March 5, at 4 p.m.  
Registration is not required. 
Ages 5 and up are invited 
to a STEAM program on 
Thursday, March 26, at 4 
p.m.  Registration is not re-
quired. On Thursday, March 
12, 2-4 p.m., drop in for one-
on-one assistance with An-
cestry Library Edition and 
The Wilson Times Digital 
Archive. Registration is not 
required.  Interested in Pin-
terest and don’t know where 
to begin? A two-part series 
is Tuesdays, March 17 and 
31, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
An email address and basic 
internet skills are required. 
Create a free account at 
www.pinterest.com prior to 
the first class. Registration is 
required, call 252-236-4269 
to register.

• The Lucama branch is 
located at 103 E. Spring St. 
in Lucama. Hours are 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday-Friday and 
closed Saturday-Sunday. 
For more information, call 
252-239-0046. Family sto-
rytime, for families with 
elementary-aged children, 
takes place on Tuesdays, 
March 3 and 17 at 4 p.m. 
Registration is not re-
quired. Lapsit storytime, for 
ages 0-4, is on Wednesdays, 
March 4 and 18, at 10:30 
a.m. Registration is not 
required. Teen Time is on 
Thursdays, March 5 and 19, 
at 4 p.m. Registration is not 
required. Learn about St. 
Patrick’s Day at “Hail to the 
Green” on Friday, March 
6, at 4 p.m. Registration is 

not required. Learn tips and 
tricks for improving your 
computer’s performance in 
Computer Maintenance Ba-
sics on Wednesday, March 
18, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Basic computer skills 
are necessary for this class. 
Registration is required; 
call 252-239-0046 to regis-
ter.  

• The Crocker (Stantons-
burg) branch is located at 
114 S. Main St. Hours are 
1:30-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
and closed Saturday-Sun-
day. For more information, 
call 252-238-3758. Device 
Advice is Tuesday, March 
10, from 2-4 p.m. Registra-
tion requested; call 252-
238-3758. zamily-friendly 
craft with a St. Patrick’s 
Day theme at Friday Fam-
ily Fun on March 13 from 
2-4 p.m. Registration is not 
required. Book Chat is on 

Thursday, March 26, from 
3-4 p.m. 

BOOKMOBILE

The Bookmobile visits the 
following locations each 
month: Tuesdays, March 10 
and 31 at Saratoga 3:30-5 
p.m.; Wednesdays, March 
31 and April 1 at Rock 
Ridge 3-4 p.m. and at Sims, 
4:15-5:00 p.m. For informa-
tion, call 252-237-5355.

Digital literacy programs 
are made possible by fund-
ing from the federal Insti-
tute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) under the 
provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology 
Act (LSTA) as administered 
by the State Library of 
North Carolina, a division 
of the N.C. Department of 
Natural and Cultural Re-
sources.

continued from page 24

SAVE
THE

DATE

2331 US-301, Wilson, NC 
(252) 237-8443

www.wilsoncountyfair.org

May 3 - 4
Spring Craft Show

June 14 - 15 
301 Endless Yard Sale

 August 2 - 3
NTPA Truck and Tractor Pull

July 27-28
 NTPA Truck and Tractor Pull

September 17 - 22
Wilson County Fair

November 29 30 
Farm Toy Show

March 21st
Chamber Spring Expo

March 26th  
Livestock Show and Sale

May 8th  
Senior Awareness Day
June 19th and 20th  
301 Endless Yard Sale

July 4th  
Fireworks

August 7th and 8th  
Truck and Tractor Pull

September 22nd-27th  
Wilson County Fair

November 27th and 28th 
Farm Toy Show and Craft Show
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How do you define a healthy diet? 
By Cassidy Hall

All too often, consumers 
are searching for quick-

fixes and mir-
acle foods. 
The truth 
is, there are 
no “miracle 
foods.” I am 
sure many 
of you may 
have seen 
claims for 

specific herbs 
or vegetables 
that can solve 

your ailments, but no single 
food or herb is a cure-all. 
Healthy eating isn’t black 
and white. I can’t possibly 
count how many times a 
class participant has asked 
me if a certain food is 
“good” or “bad.”

Nine times out of 10, 
my answer to any of these 
questions is “it depends.” 
There are numerous factors 
that go into healthy eating. 
You have to consider what 
nutrients the food offers (if 
any), how the food is pre-
pared, how often a person 
may be eating the food, the 
serving size of the food, etc. 
It sounds like healthy eat-
ing is difficult, but it doesn’t 
have to be. 

A healthy diet is one low 
in saturated fat, low in so-
dium, built around nutrient-
rich foods like fruits and 
vegetables, and is low in 
added sugar. 

Saturated fat contributes 
to plaque buildup in the ar-
teries, thus raising your risk 
of developing heart disease, 
hypertension and having a 
stroke. 

Sources of saturated fat 
include fatty meats, animal 
fats such as butter or lard, 
and tropical oils such as 
coconut and palm kernel 
oil. Now before I go any 
further, don’t think that I 

am saying “plant butters” 
are worth all the money 
you’d spend on them. Just 
because it is plant-based 
doesn’t automatically 
categorize the product as 
healthy. 

For example, “plant but-
ters” are all the rage right 
now. The truth is, these are 
overpriced containers of 
margarine. Don’t believe 
me? Read the label and 
compare ingredients to a 
container of margarine.

 If you want to make a 
healthier fat choice, I’d 
choose a liquid oil such as 
olive oil or canola oil for 
cooking. 

Saturated fats are solid 
at room temperature, but 
healthy fats are generally 
liquid at room tempera-
ture. 

The next component of 
a healthy diet is a diet low 
in sodium. Sodium con-
tributes to higher blood 
pressure, which can lead to 
other health complications 
later down the road. 

Sodium is found in highly 
processed foods such as 
frozen meals, restaurant 
foods, seasoning packets, 
canned goods, flavored 
instant rice and more. With 
this being said, there are 
ways to cut down on so-
dium while still enjoying 
similar foods. 

When purchasing canned 
beans or vegetables, look 
for “no salt added.” When 
choosing broths or stocks, 
look for “unsalted.” Once 
you are preparing the food, 

you can add your own salt, 
herbs and spices. You will 
add less sodium than if it 
was pre-packaged for you. 

Preparing more foods at 
home and flavoring with 
your own herbs and spices 
is a great way to reduce 
your sodium intake. Even if 
you do not have hyperten-
sion, sodium intake is im-
portant to your current and 
future health. Too much 
sodium in the diet now 
can increase your risk for 
future complications, and 
prevention is far cheaper 
than treatment.

Choose four or five spices 
or herb blends that you 
can incorporate in various 
meals. I enjoy garlic, cum-
in, chili powder and Italian 
seasoning. 

These are my staples that 
add a variety of flavor to 
lots of different dishes.  If 
seasoning salts are your 
usual additions to meats 
and vegetables, read the in-
gredients to figure out what 
spices are used and make 
your own reduced-sodium 
version. 

Building meals around 
fruits and vegetables helps 
you to maximize your 
meals for the greatest nu-
tritional value. Our bodies 
are like plants. You can give 
a plant water and sunlight, 
but without fertilizer, it will 
not grow to its full poten-
tial. Fruits and vegetables 
are like our body’s fertilizer. 

Roasting vegetables is an 
excellent way to make them 
taste great without adding 

lots of ingredients. 
Roast using a higher 

heat, typically 425 degrees, 
to lightly brown the veg-
etables and develop the 
flavors. 

When you read recipes, 
feel free to add even more 
vegetables than what is 
called for. This only boosts 
the nutritional value of the 
food. 

Finally, a diet low in add-
ed sugar is a component of 
an overall healthy diet. 

Added sugars are in more 
than just soft drinks. Added 
sugars are in things like 
flavored yogurt, cereals, 
snack bars, condiments, 
fruit vinaigrette dressings 
and more.

 Desserts and soft drinks 
aren’t the only sources of 
added sugars. 

Whether we eat or drink 
the added sugar, it all 
counts as part of our nutri-
ent budget. Women and 
children should limit them-
selves to only 24g of added 
sugar per day, while men 
are allowed up to 36g of 
added sugar per day. 

Reducing sugar over time 
through simple swaps can 
help you to wean yourself 
off of the sugar. 

Keep in mind that Rome 
wasn’t built in a day. 

Be a label-reader to 
make sure you are making 
healthy choices. 

Cassidy Hall is area agent, 
family and consumer sci-
ences with N.C. Coopera-
tive Extension.

CASSIDY 
HALL

Building meals around fruits and vegetables helps you to 
maximize your meals for the greatest nutritional value. Our 
bodies are like plants. You can give a plant water and sunlight, 
but without fertilizer, it will not grow to its full potential. 
Fruits and vegetables are like our body’s fertilizer.
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WAW
Walks and Runs
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Loaves and Fishes 
Run for Recovery
7:30 a.m.
Turner and Front streets
Beaufort

The run’s objective is to 
raise awareness of drug 
and alcohol substance 
abuse. Register at runsign-
up.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Live Well Half-
Marathon
9 a.m.
105 E 1st St., Town 
Commons
Greenville

Kinetic Physical Therapy 
and Wellness presents the 
half-marathon, 5K and 
1-mile fun run. Register at 
runsignup.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Shamrock Run
8 p.m.
1620 Marlborough 
Road
Fayetteville

The St. Patrick’s Day 5K, 
10K and Shamrock Run 
starts at St. Patrick Catholic 
School. Register at runsign-
up.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Movin’ for 
Community 
Outreach
303 E. St. James St.

Tarboro

The annual, family-
friendly race raises money 
for Edgecombe County’s 
homeless shelter, Tarboro 
Community Outreach. Reg-
ister at runsignup.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Running with a 
Mission
Fort Macon State Park 
Beach Access
Atlantic Beach

The family-friendly race 
supports local and global 
issues.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Pirate Nurse 5K
9 a.m.
2100 W. 5th St.
Greenville

The annual race draws 
runners from across the 
state and raises money for 
scholarships. Register at 
runsignup.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Johnston Health 
Champions 
9 a.m. 
509 N. Brightleaf Blvd.
Smithfield

The event is presented 
by HealthQuest Fitness 
and Wellness Center. The 
5K and 10K raise funds 
for the Johnston Health 
Foundation Heart Fund and 
Healthy Kids Fund. Regis-
ter at runsignup.com.



TUESDAYS, MARCH 3-APRIL 7
Creative Kids
4-5:30 p.m.
Boykin Center
108 Nash St.

Through the Visual Arts Academy, 
artist Kim Valentine will be teaching 
young artists some of the fundamen-
tals of drawing and painting, while 
their own creativity. The cost is $75 
and includes all six classes for ages 
7-18. For more information, call 252-
291-4329.

WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 
4-APRIL 8
Comic Art
4-5:30 p.m.
Boykin Center
108 Nash St.

Professional comic artist Louis 
Small will be teaching the fundamen-
tals of comic drawing, character cre-
ation and story development with the 
Visual Arts Academy. The cost is $75 
and includes all six classes for ages 
10-18. For more information, call 252-
291-4329.

THURSDAYS, STARTING 
MARCH 5
Stained Glass Class
7-9:30 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Learn the basic techniques for mak-
ing a stained glass panel using the 
copper foil method. Class runs for 
seven weeks. Instruction fee is $150, 
(check Harris Teeter receipt for $25 
off) and supply fee $100-$200.  For 
more information or to register call 
Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit the 
studio.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
First Friday and Demo
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Visit artists and see their new work. 
The demo for the evening will be 
cutting systems to make glass cut-
ting easier. For more information call 

Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit the 
studio.

SATURDAYS, STARTING 
MARCH 7
Stained Glass Class
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Classes

Learn to decorate Easter cookies at the Arts Council of Wilson this month. 
Contributed photo

Continued on page 29



Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Learn the basic tech-
niques for making a stained 
glass panel using the cop-
per foil method. Class runs 
for seven weeks. Instruc-
tion fee is $150, and supply 
fee is $100-$200. For more 
information or to register, 
call Kim S. Joy 252-650-
2530 or visit the studio.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Stained Glass 
Shamrock Sun 
Catcher
1-5 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Get ready to show your 
Irish green — whether 
or not you are Irish, St 
Patrick’s Day is always a 
celebration. Make a cute 
shamrock to hang in your 
window. Class and supplies 
fee is $65. For more infor-
mation or to register call 
Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or 
visit the studio.

THURSDAYS 
STARTING MARCH 12
Kids Art and Craft 
Class
3:30 p.m.
Colorful Spirits Art 
Studio and Gallery
4221 W. Langley Road, 
Elm City

A weekly art and craft 
class for kids 6 and up. Cost 
is $50 for three 1 1/2 hour 
classes. For more informa-
tion, call 252-265-9353.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Mixed Media 
Journaling with the 
Holy Spirit
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
4221 W.  Langley Road, 
Elm City
Colorful Spirits Art 
Studio

Through meditation and 
prayer participants will 
invite the Holy Spirit to 
guide as participants create 
journals. If you’ve always 
wanted to create some type 
of art but didn’t know how 
to begin, this is the perfect 
class for you. No experi-
ence required. Class mem-
bers will use torn paper, 
magazines, napkins, sten-
cils, paint, stamps, washi 
tape and more to create 
these pages. All supplies 
are included, but feel free 
to take items from home 
that you may want to incor-
porate into your art. Soup, 
salad and bottled water will 
be served for lunch. Cost is 
$60 per person. For more 
information, call 252-265-
9353.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Second Saturday
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Get ready to show your 
Irish green for St Patrick’s 
Day. Make a cute shamrock 
to hang in your window.  
Fee for class and supplies 
is $65. For more informa-
tion or to register call Kim 
S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit 
the studio. 
 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Stained Glass Plant 
Pal
1-5 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Have a hard time growing 
pretty flowers? How about 
making one for your gar-
den or houseplant? There 
are several styles to choose 
from to brighten your yard. 
Instruction and supply fee 
is $45. For more informa-
tion or to register call Kim 
S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit 
the studio.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Easter Bunny Door 
Hanger
6:30 p.m.
Colorful Spirits Art 
Studio and Gallery
4221 W. Langley Road, 
Elm City

Paint an 18-inch bunny/
peep door hanger with easy 
step-by-step directions. 
Cost is $30 per person. 
Paint it as you see it or 
make the design your own. 
Bows will be available for 
purchase that evening. For 
more information, call 252-
265-9353.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Easter Cookie 
Decorating 
Workshop with 
Nicole Thomas
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Arts Council of Wilson
Nash Street

Join the Arts Council for 
another cookie decorat-
ing workshop with Nicole 
Thomas of Cole Cole’s 
Cupcakes and Confections. 
Cost is $35 and includes all 
materials and is for ages 
12 and over. Class size is 
limited for this very popular 
workshop. Register and pay 
securely at http://www.wil-
sonarts.com/art-classes to 
reserve your spot today.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Stained Glass Class-
Fan Light
1-5 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

The fanlight is like a night 
light for adults. Choose 
your design and down the 
road, make another fan so 
you can change them out. 
The fan sits in a holder with 
a night light bulb behind it. 
Instruction and supply fee 
is $80. For more informa-
tion or to register call Kim 
S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit 
the studio.                                                                                                                                         
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Make Plant Pals in a class at 
Art Happens on Tarboro this 
month. Contributed photo
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Wilson artists in Rocky Mount show
For Wide Awake Wilson

ROCKY MOUNT — Artists Pegi 
Barnes-Sharp and Oona Lewis not 
only share a studio in Wilson but are 
sharing the spring exhibition at N.C. 
Wesleyan College’s Dunn Center 
Mims Gallery. The exhibition runs 
until March 29 with regular gallery 
hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and 
during evening concerts and perfor-
mances. 

 Co-founders of Art Ventures in Wil-
son, friends and art partners for more 
than 20 years, Barnes-Sharp and 
Lewis share working space, teaching 
and manage the commercial gallery 
business with selected artists and 
exhibitors. Art Ventures and Barnes 
Corner is a popular venue in Wilson 
always with professional art on view.

Barnes-Sharp Oona and Pegi’s 
paintings are there in their respec-
tive studios for the public to admire 
and purchase. Both paint landscape 
and North Carolina scenic subjects; 
both are gifted plein aire painters 
who work outdoors right at their 
subject whether France, Italy, the 
Bahamas or local.     

Besides painting plein aire, scenic 
North Carolina and masterful por-
traits by commission, Barnes-Sharp 
has recently been involved in a se-
ries of more abstract and spiritual 
works for the Mims Gallery exhibi-
tion; she calls this series “moments.”

 As she describes her intent to ex-
press those deeply felt and sublime 
turning points in paint, she says they 
can be, “spaces in time, times of 
transition, times of rest.” Abstraction 
has freed her from pictorial descrip-
tion and opened her to broad flow-
ing visual and painterly response to 
meditations and spiritual connection 
to nature.

Barnes-Sharp is a recognized prize-
winning painter and most recently 
was included by jury in 2019 to show 
a full sheet floral watercolor with the 
2019 Watercolor Society of North 
Carolina at the Imperial Centre in 
Rocky Mount. Her works are found 
in many corporate and private collec-
tions and occasionally in state publi-
cations. 

Also an active traveling interna-
tional plein aire painter, Lewis is a 
gifted oil painter in love with North 

Carolina’s natural environments from 
the beach to the back yard. 

Significantly as an artist, she is 
often drawn to those seemingly in-
significant everyday things that only 
an artist with her visionary gift can 
make wonderful in paint. We will see 
this in her subjects, such as a bicycle 
wheel reflecting sunlight or a random 
jumble of inert tablespoons seen as 
still life and made intimate and magi-

cal with paint strokes and modulated 
color. 

Lewis graduated from University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with 
a dual major art and journalism in 
1980 and has been a prize-winning 
career artist since then, doing com-
missioned subjects, exhibiting in 
competitive art shows and selling 
her work to private and corporate 
collections.

Oona Lewis' "Spoons II" will be in "The Seen and The Sublime" in Mims Gallery. 
Contributed photo
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Rocky Mount Mills spotlights 
Manela art and history in show

“Nelson Mandela: 
A Light So 
Powerful”

ROCKY MOUNT —
Rocky Mount Mills will be 
featuring a new art and 
history exhibit, “Nelson 
Mandela: A Light So Pow-
erful,” featuring drawings 
and narratives from Nelson 
Mandela’s incarceration at 
Robben Island and his tri-
umph as president of South 
Africa. 

The collection, which 
includes several numbered 
and signed lithographs, 
will be on display for the 
public at the Rocky Mount 
Mills Campus through 
July 18. Visitors will be 
able to access the free 
exhibit via Entrance No. 
2 of the Main Mill during 
regular public visitation 
hours, and tours will be 
self-guided.

Among the 25 pieces in 
the collection are signed 
lithographs by Mandela 
and artifacts from South 
Africa’s first free elec-
tion, including campaign 
posters, photographs and 
educational materials that 
explain the “one person, 
one vote” election process. 
Visitors can learn about the 
triumphant work of Nelson 
Mandela to end apartheid 
through the lens of his 
lithographs. 

Beyond art appreciation, 
the exhibit and surround-
ing events offer learning 
opportunities related to 
black history, racism, eth-
ics, world history and po-
litical science.

 “This exhibit offers an 
incredible learning op-
portunity for the Rocky 

Mount community, espe-
cially for its young citi-
zens,” said Nicole Oxen-
dine who coordinates arts 
and community events at 
Rocky Mount Mills. 

“Research has shown the 
power of the arts to foster 
social-emotional learning 
and generate an engaged, 
positive community. This 
exhibit exemplifies the 
power of the arts to serve 
as a conduit for positive 
change, and we welcome 
the community to cel-
ebrate the incredible work 
of Mandela during Black 
History Month and for sev-
eral months to come.”

The collection belongs to 
Jim Goodmon, president 
& CEO of Capitol Broad-
casting Co. which also 
owns Rocky Mount Mills. 
Goodmon purchased the 
pieces on a trip he took 
to South Africa in 2006. 
The lithographs grabbed 
him, and he couldn’t get 
them off his mind. He had 
toured Robben Island – a 
former prisoner served as 
guide – and later passed an 
art gallery. 

He saw a piece that he 
knew had to be of Robben 
Island which caught his at-
tention. 

He was amazed to find 
that Nelson Mandela him-
self had created the pieces 
and visited the gallery twice 
that same day. 

Goodmon was so moved 
that he abandoned his 
group mid-tour in another 
part of South Africa the 
next day, took a cab back to 
the gallery, and purchased 
them.

Public is invited to view 
art and memorabilia from 
his incarceration and politi-
cal life.

Art by Nelson Mandela will be on exhibit at Rocky Mount Mills 
through July 18. Contributed photo
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Paint a hydrant 
and help a 
firefighter
For Wide Awake Wilson

Want to paint a fire hy-
drant? Deadline is March 6 
to participate in this year’s 
“Paint-A-Hydrant” public arts 
project benefitting the “Fight 
for Me Foundation” support-
ing Wilson firefighters.

The event is at 10 a.m. on 
May 9.

Paint-A-Hydrant is 
open to individuals, busi-
nesses, non-profits and 
civic groups who adopt 

a designated hydrant in 
Historic Downtown Wil-
son, then design and paint 
it. A local artist can also 
paint the hydrant for the 
adopter.

Adoption fee is $100. 
Look for application 
forms and rules at www.
wilsonarts.com/hydrant. 

If you have questions, 
contact Dee Dee Oliver at 
DeeDee@wilsonarts.com 
or call 252-291-4329.

Artists 
will have 
another 
chance to 
put their 
personal 
stamp on 
downtown 
fire hydrants 
in May. But 
it's time 
to register 
now to 
participate.

Contributed 
photo

Adoptee shares story of 
finding birth parents
For Wide Awake Wilson

Donnie Lowe will pres-
ent “An Adoptee’s Search to 
find His Birth Parents” at the 
Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meeting in March. 

He had little to no informa-
tion when he began this per-
sonal quest to find the truth as 
to who his birth parents were 
in 1988.

He began with a visit to the 
Department of Social Servic-
es, where he was only given 
a copy of a non-identifying 
information document reveal-
ing minimum information 
and a tip about the group 
Adoption Information Ex-
change. Since 1988 accessibil-
ity to documents on a public 
level has greatly increased, 
along with the advances and 
importance of DNA test-
ing, proving to be vital in his 

search.  
While Lowe will give de-

tails of how he conducted 
his search, he will speak on 
a very personal level about 
the highs of finding his living 
biological family members 
and the lows of discovering 
the tragedies that befell oth-
ers. He describes this journey 
as one of equal parts hard 
work and luck resulting in 
many answered questions, yet 
still many more unanswered 
questions. 

He feels the story of his 
journey could help others 
wanting to take the same 
journey.

The Wilson County Genea-
logical Society meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. on March 31 
in the assembly room of the 
Wilson County Public Library. 
All are invited to attend; there 
is no charge.

Mon.-Fri. 6:30-2 • Fri. Night 4:30-8 • Sat. 6:30-Noon • Sunday 7-2
Hwy. 58 • Near Wilson Country Club • 237-8723

Breakfast & Lunch Specials Everyday!
Breakfast Plates • Pancakes

French Toast • Omelets
Sandwiches & Biscuits including 

Homemade Cheese Biscuits
Desserts • Chew Bread



Ballet returns to Tarboro March 19
Eighth year 
for New York 
Theatre Ballet

TARBORO — New York 
Theatre Ballet continues 
its milestone 40th anniver-
sary season with a return 
to Tarboro on March 19 
at 7:30 p.m. to perform in 
the Edgecombe Commu-
nity College Performing 
Arts Series. This is the 
eighth year that NYTB has 
performed in the series. 

Sponsored by the Furman 
Mathewson Trust of Edge-
combe County Memorial 
Library, the performance is 
free, but reservations are 
required. The evening of 
mixed repertoire features 
music performed by new 
NYTB pianist and Tarboro 
native Alice Hargrove. 

NYTB also welcomes 
guest artist Jessica Doyle 
Mekkes, a local soprano 
and professor of voice at 
the School of Theatre & 
Dance at East Carolina Uni-
versity.

Works this year include 
Antony Tudor’s “Soirée 
Musicale,” Diana and Ac-
teon pas de deux from “Es-
meralda,” Richard Alston’s 
“The Small Sonata” and 
Agnes de Mille’s original 
Broadway dances from 
“Carousel,” “Brigadoon” 
and “Oklahoma!”

With its ever-expanding 
repertory, NYTB’s cutting-
edge programming brings 
fresh insight to classic 
revivals paired with the 
modern sensibilities of both 
established and up-and-
coming choreographers. 

Admission is free, but res-
ervations are required.  To 
reserve call Eric Greene, 
cultural arts director at 
(252)618-6618.
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Dancers will feature the "Oklahoma!" choreography  of Agnes de Mille in the  New York 
Theatre Ballet presentation in Tarboro March 19. Photo by Richard Termine

Get your tickets for the free ballet presentation in Tarboro this month. Photo by Richard Termine
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WAW
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Benefit Showcase 
Performance
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Fike High School

Hunter’s Competitive 
Dance Company will host 
a benefit showcase per-
formance with the tumble 
teams performing at 2 p.m. 
and the dance teams at 4 
p.m. Tickets are on sale at 
www.WAWtix.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
The Bionic Human 
Body
5-7 p.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

It’s another Fabulous Fri-
day. Meet the student Cyba-
thlon team from NCSU and 
learn about the amazing 
things the human body is 
capable of and where medi-
cal research will take us in 
the future. Lots of hands-on 
activities; free admission.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Wine Tasting
5-7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine
3711-B Peppermill Drive

Join host Matt Carson 
with Coastal Beverage for a 
wine tasting.

WEEKENDS MARCH 
6-15
“Mamma Mia!”
7:30 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural 
Center

Nash Street 
The Playhouse will per-

form the popular musical 
on Fridays and Saturdays, 
March 6-7 and March 13-14 
at 7:30 p.m., with matinees 
on Sundays, March 8 and 
15, at 3 p.m. Tickets in ad-
vance are $13 (including 
student and senior) and 
$15 at the door. Call 252-
363-1933 to order tickets in 
advance.

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Gallery opening
5:30 p.m.
Eyes on Main Street 
Gallery
128 Goldsboro St. S.

An opening reception 
and gallery talk will fea-
ture artist Susan Fecho. 
Her exhibit “Vulnerable” 
includes mixed-media col-
lages and book arts works. 
The work will be on display 
beginning March 7 and will 
run through April 19. The 
March 13 reception will 
begin at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by the gallery talk at 6. This 
event is open to the public 
at no charge, and the com-
munity is invited to attend. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
Preschool Science 
Says: Wondrous 
Weather!
10-10:30 a.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Explore clouds, rain and 
fog with some fun experi-
ments. The free event is an 
interactive learning experi-
ence for preschool children 
ages 2- 5. Registration 
required at scienceandhis-

tory.org/events. Free.

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Complimentary 
Wine Tasting
5-7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine 
3711-B Peppermill Drive

Join host Steve Eudy and 
Arlene Kirby of Empire Dis-
tributors for a complimen-
tary portion and a reserve 
portion is optional for $10 
per person.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Pi Day
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

It’s Pi Day and we’ve got 
some treats in store for you 
with a little help from Treat 
Yo’ Self Bakery. Join us for 
lots of pi and fun activities. 
You’re sure to have a well-
rounded experience! Visit 
www.scienceandhistory.org 
to learn more. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
Homeschool Days: 
Science of Sight
9:30-11 a.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

How many colors can 
you see the world in? How 
many does a dog? Or a 
cow? Or a rainbow mantis 
shrimp? Join the museum 
staff for class and learn 
how humans and other 
animals perceive the world 
around them via their 
sense of sight and how eyes 
function. Eyeball dissec-
tion included. Registration 

deadline is March 9. Cost is 
$13.50 per student. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Collage Dance 
Collective
7:30 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural 
Center
Nash Street

Tickets for the one-night 
ballet are $25 for adults, se-
niors and students. Call the 
Arts Council of Wilson at 252-
291-4329, visit the box office 
at the Boykin Center (Tues-
day-Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. or 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.), or 
visit the www.wilsonarts.com 
to purchase through eTix.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Celebrating the 
Arts, featuring in 
harmony No. 30
7 p.m.
Fike High School 
auditorium
500 Harrison Drive

Local high school musi-
cal, dance and visual art 
students will be highlighted 
on stage. Admission for in 
harmony is $10. Tickets can 
be purchased at Hunt, Fike 
or Beddingfield. Tickets 
will also be sold at the door 
until they are sold out.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Complimentary 
Wine Tasting
5-7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine

Continued on page 35



3711-B Peppermill Drive

Join host Nate Harry with 
Advintage Distributors for a 
complimentary wine tasting.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Wilson Spring Expo
10 a.m.
Wilson County 
Fairgrounds
US 301

The Wilson Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting the 
2020 Wilson Spring Expo. 
The event is free and will 
include more than 100 ven-
dors and music by East Coast 
Rhythm and Blues Band.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Fun, Fit, Family: 
Nutrition Camp
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Explore what’s in the 
food you eat and what your 
body does with it through 
games and tasty experi-
ments. Cost is $5.50 per 
person and free for mu-
seum members.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
25
Guest Bartenders
6-9 p.m.
Brewmasters of Wilson
2117 Forest Hills Road

The event is a fundraiser 
for the Arts Council of 
Wilson. The council will re-
ceive $1 for every pint sold.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
25
Wine Class: 
Welcome to 
Washington State
6-8 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine
3711-B Peppermill Drive

Join host Paul DiMario 
with Epiphany Wines for a 
wine class. The cost is $15 
per person. Reservations 
and payment are required 
by calling Grapenuts at 
252-246-9463 or online at 
WAWtix.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
Seeds of Hope Golf 
Tournament
1 p.m. tee time
Wedgewood Golf 
Course

The four-person superball 
tournament is a fundraiser 
for Seeds of Hope Teaching 
and Community Garden. 
Food will be served at 11:30 
a.m., courtesy of Parker’s. 
For details contact Fred 
Hight at 252-245-4282 or 
Joyce Wolfe at 252-299-0981.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
Complimentary 
Wine Tasting
5-7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine
3711-B Peppermill Drive

Join host Ben Hudson 
with Johnson Brothers/Mu-
tual Distributing for a com-
plimentary wine tasting.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

United Way 
Fundraising Event
6-9 p.m.
Whirligig Park
Goldsboro Street

Get tickets today by visit-
ing www.unitedwayofwil-
son.org/events. This is a fun-
draiser event for United Way 
and will include music by 
3MB and food from Marty’s.

EVERY SUNDAY
Poke’mon Weekly 
Turnaments
2 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

This is a great introduc-
tion game to the world of 
collectible card games. 
Join us and see how your 
Pokedeck stacks up. A $5 
entry fee includes player 
choice of booster pack and 
prizes based on participa-
tion numbers. Registra-
tion starts an hour before. 
Homeschoolers are invited 
to join a special league on 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. Visit 
www.facebook.com/Dream-
DazeCFG for more details.

EVERY SUNDAY
Dungeons and 
Dragons RPG
1:30 p.m.
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Catering Services 252-299-4396

DINE IN. TAKE OUT.

3 Time WinnerTaste Of Wilson!

We Will Soon Be Open Nights...Watch For Details!

Now Offering 

Delivery Through 

Grub Hub 

& Door Dash

Bills Grill‘



DreamDaze Comics Fun 
and Games
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

New players and all ages 
always welcome (those 13 
and under require a par-
ent or guardian to remain 
with them). For more 
information, call 252-281-
5586.

EVERY TUESDAY
Music Bingo
7 p.m.
Brewmasters
2117 Forest Hill Road

Join Brewmasters for 
five rounds of music bingo, 
a musical spin on bingo 
where players listen to 
songs and try to get bingo 
on their song name bingo 
card. Music bingo is free to 
play, and there are prizes 
to win.

EVERY TUESDAY
Trivia
7 to 9 p.m.
Da Bayou
124 Barnes St.

Test your knowledge on a 
variety of topics on trivia.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Pilates/Yoga Fusion
1 to 1:45 p.m.
Dance Studio B
200 Nash St. E.

Gain strength, balance 
and flexibility with Stacy 
Matthews’ 45-minuts Pi-
lates/Yoga Fusion class. 

The cost is $6 per ses-
sion.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Argent Saga CCG 
Weekly Tournament
6 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

Argent Saga is the new-
est collectible card game 
out there. Experience the 
GenCon sensation for 
yourself. Entry is $5 and 
includes 1 booster pack 
and prizes based on partici-
pation numbers. Registra-
tion starts an hour before. 
Visit www.facebook.com/
DreamDazeCFG for more 
details. Stop in today to 
get your cards and learn to 
play.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Family Game Night
6 to 8 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics Fun 
and Games
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

Family game night in the 
game loft. Take a family fa-
vorite or learn a new game. 
Choose from the library of 
demo games: cooperative, 
competitive or a combo.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wine not Whine
Brewmasters
Forest Hills Road

Every Wednesday is 
Wine not Whine at Brew-
masters with $2 glasses 
of house red and white 

wine.

EVERY THURSDAY
Final Fantasy CCG 
Weekly Tournament
6:30 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

You’ve played the video 
game, now play the card 
game. A $5 entry fee in-
cludes player choice of 
booster pack and prizes 
based on participation 
numbers. Registration 
starts one hour before. Visit 
www.facebook.com/Dream-
DazeCFG for more details. 
This event will also be held 
Sundays at 2 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY
HeroClix 
Tournament
6 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics and 
Fun
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

A $3 entry fee and all 
players leave with at least 
one new Clix to add to 
their team. New players 
and all ages are always 
welcome (those 13 and 
under require a parent of 
guardian to remain with 
them).

EVERY FRIDAY
Magic Free For All
6 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics Fun 
and Games
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

Learn how to play 
Magic the Gathering Col-
lectible card game at no 
cost. All players new to 
DreamDaze will receive a 
free deck of Magic cards 
so they can start playing 
right away. 

EVERY SATURDAY
Yu-Gi-Oh! Official 
Store Tournament
6 p.m.
DreamDaze Comics Fun 
and Games
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

Battle it out for top player 
each week and bounty 
player of the month. A $5 
entry fee includes 1 Yu-Gi-
Oh! booster pack of cards. 
New players and all ages 
always welcome (those 13 
and under require a parent 
or guardian to remain with 
them.

EVERY SATURDAY
Naruto/Boruto 
CCG Weekly 
Tournaments
noon
DreamDaze Comics
2801-1B Ward Blvd.

It’s back and it’s better 
than ever! Naruto/Boruto 
has a new collectible card 
game and DreamDaze CFG 
has your connection to ex-
clusive tournament prizing. 
$5 entry fee includes player 
choice of booster pack and 
prizes based on participa-
tion numbers. Registra-
tion starts 1 hour before. 
Visit www.facebook.com/
DreamDazeCFG for more 
details.
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WAW
Live Music
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Chet Nichols and 
Mike Hart
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Come and enjoy the 
original music of local mu-
sicians Chet Nichols and 
Mike Hart. Food will be 
provided by Oink and Moo. 
Food truck starts serving at 
6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Mucho Future Band
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Mucho Future Band plays 
classics and originals. Food 
will be provided by Cousins 
Maine Lobster Food Truck. 
Food truck start serving at 
6:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Kevin Kelly
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Welcome Kevin Kelly for 
his first time at 217. Food 
will be provided by Batts 
Family (local) food truck. 
Food truck start serving at 
6:30 p.m. cash and credit.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Early St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

The popular Will McBride 

group are back playing 
classics and originals. Food 
will be provided by Y’all 
Eat Yet? Food truck will 
serve a special menu for the 
Irish in you and will start 
serving at 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Caleb Wolfe
7:30 p.m.
R.A. Fountain General 
Store
Intersection of US 258 
and NC 222, Fountain

Free concert by Caleb 
Wolfe. For more informa-
tion, call 252-749-3228 or 
visit www.rafountain.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
JB Boxter Duo
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Music is by local musi-
cians, JB Boxter Duo. Food 
will be provided by local Ja-
maican Food truck SaYum. 
Food starts serving at 6:30 
p.m. cash and credit.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Smashed Cardinals
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Enjoy music by local 
favorites the Smashed 
Cardinals playing originals 
and classics. Food will be 
provided by Mama Voulas 
Mediterranean Food Truck. 
Food truck start serving at 
6:30 p.m. cash and credit.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

SpazzFest-Fountain
7:30 p.m.
R.A. Fountain General 
Store
Intersection US 258 
and NC 222, Fountain

Enjoy music by Josh 
Campbell, Sue Luddeke and 
Eric Summer. The Greenville 
music festival SpazzFest is 
hosting this event. Tickets 
are $10 general admission 
or $12.50 for reserved seats. 
For more information, call 
252-749-3228 or visit www.
rafountain.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
'Band' Open mic 
night
7-9:30 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Come out and share your 
musical talent at the fourth 
Thursday Open Mic Night. 
Music by local and visiting 
musicians and band and 
sponsored by Fat Cat Mu-
sic of Wilson and hosted 
by 217 Brew Works. Local 
food truck SaYum will be 
serving Jamaican menu, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., cash and 
credit.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
Country Roads 
Reunion Concert
7:30 p.m.

R.A. Fountain General 
Store
Intersection of US 258 
and NC 222, Fountain

Enjoy a reunion concert 
by Country Roads featuring 
Bowie Martin and Tammy 
Dail. Tickets are $10 gen-
eral admission or $12.50 for 
reserved seats. For more 
information visit www.
rafountain.com or call 252-
749-3228.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Pete Pawsey Trio
7 p.m.
217 Brew Works
217 South St. S.

Enjoy music by Pete 
Pawsey Trio playing origi-
nals and classics. Food will 
be provided by Oink and 
Moo. Food truck will start 
serving at 6:30 p.m. cash 
and credit.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Boys from Carolina
7:30 p.m.
R.A. Fountain General 
Store
Intersection of US 258 
and NC 222, Fountain

Enjoy music by Boys 
from Carolina. Tickets are 
$10 general admission or 
$12.50 for reserved seats. 
Call 252-749-3228 or visit 
www.rafountain.com.

Chet Nichols 
and Mike Hart 
play at 217 
Brew Works 
March 6. 
Contributed 
photo



This project was supported 
by the N.C. Arts Council, a 
division of the  Department 
of Natural &  Cultural  
Resources. www.ncarts.org 

Friday, March 20, 2020  *  7:00 p.m. 
FIKE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM     

Student Art Show  
& Sale  

 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
floating and free to the public    

FIKE HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA    

In harmony tickets available at 
Beddingfield, Fike and Hunt High Schools 

$10  Adult   *   $5  Student  (K - 12) 



Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  March 2020  39

Historic sites mark Women's History Month
For Wide Awake Wilson

RALEIGH – Programs celebrating 
women’s history will be offered at 
venues of the North Carolina De-
partment of Natural and Cultural 
Resources in March. This month con-
tinues the department’s celebration of 
women’s fight for suffrage and equal-
ity, with the theme, “She Changed the 
World: North Carolina Women Break-
ing Barriers.” The commemoration 
of the 100th anniversary of women’s 
suffrage from March 2019 to Novem-
ber 2020 will expand on contributions 
of North Carolina women to the state 
and nation. Learn more at www.ncd-
cr.gov/shechangedtheworld.

EAST

March 14. Museum of the Cape 
Fear, Fayetteville. "Hoop Skirts and 
Gunpowder: A Woman of the Fay-
etteville Arsenal." While men were off 
fighting battles during the Civil War, 
women were needed in factories, in 
this case rolling cartridges in an arse-
nal. The change from domestic work 
to a job outside the home helped 
maintain their homes. A one-woman 
show will bring this dilemma to life. 2 
p.m. Free.

PIEDMONT

Throughout March. Historic 
Stagville, Durham. "Stories of 
Stagville Women" tours. Call to book 
this special program for your group. 
A tour about enslaved women and 
their experiences on one of the larg-
est plantations in North Carolina. 
Reservations required; call 919-620-
0120. $5 per person.

March 3. N.C. Museum of History, 
Raleigh. "Women Making History in 
North Carolina." Watch live as two ex-
hibits are explored. Join a virtual tour 
of "Quiltspeak: Uncovering Women’s 
Voices Through Quilts" (open through 
March 8) and preview "You Have to 
Start a Thing" that explores the fight 
for women’s voting rights in the state 
which opens March 6. Grades K-12. 
Call 919-814-7028 for details.

March 4. N.C. Museum of Natural 
Sciences, Raleigh. Lunchtime Discov-
ery: Women’s History Month. "Trans-
planting Traditions: Farming and 

Food." Noon. Free.
March 6. N.C. Museum of History, 

Raleigh. "You Have to Start a Thing" 
exhibit opening. Marking the 100th 
anniversary of woman’s suffrage, the 
exhibit highlights overlooked women 
pioneers who pushed for the vote, 
the spirited debates about a woman’s 
place in society and unfinished busi-
ness about rights and inclusion. Free.

March 7. N.C. Museum of Art, Ra-
leigh. "Front Burner: Highlights in 
Contemporary North Carolina Paint-
ing," including paintings by Martha 
Clippinger, Ashlynn Browning, Lien 
Truong and more, and Art in Transla-
tion: Araya Rasdjarmrearnsook open-
ings. More information and tickets at 
ncartmuseum.org/spring 2020.

March 18. N.C. Museum of Natural 
Sciences, Raleigh. Lunchtime Dis-
covery — Women’s History Month. 
"Opportunities in Natural Sciences 
Careers." Dr. Zakiya Leggett, assis-
tant professor, Department of For-
estry and Environmental Resources, 
N.C. State University, will discuss her 
career path and highlight some amaz-
ing women in diverse careers in the 
natural resources field. Noon. Free.

March 21. Charlotte Hawkins 
Brown Museum, Sedalia. Charlotte 
Hawkins Brown Book Club. “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God.” Zora 
Neale Hurston’s classic novel exam-
ines a woman who refuses to live in 
sorrow, bitterness, fear or foolish ro-
mantic dreams and is the story of the 
evolving selfhood of Janie Crawford. 
Also Dr. Arwin Smallwood will join 
in for a supplemental discussion of 
“Bertie County: An Eastern Carolina 
History.” 10 a.m. Free.

March 23. Eno River State Park, 
Durham. "Margaret Nygard and the 
Fight for the Eno.: Learn how the Eno 
River State Park was created on a 
walk with a park ranger along the Pea 
Creek Trail, and about efforts of the 
Eno River Association. Meet at the 
Cole Mill Access, lower parking lot. 
10 a.m. Free.

March 25. N.C. Museum of Natural 
Sciences, Raleigh. Lunchtime Discov-
ery: Women’s History Month. "The 
Beginnings of a State Park: How One 
Woman Made Jockey’s Ridge State 
Park a Reality." Joy Greenwood, su-
perintendent of Jockey’s Ridge State 

Park, discusses the work of Carolista 
Baum and her successful mission to 
preserve Jockey’s Ridge State Park. 
Noon. Free.

WEST

March 7. President James Polk, 
Pineville. "Coffee and Conversation: 
Women Making History." The site 
keeps the theme of women changing 
history through political action by 
facilitating discussion. Registration 
requested. 10 a.m. Free.

March 7, 21. Reed Gold Mine, 
Midland. "More than a Woman." The 
program examines the life and role 
of Sarah Kaiser Reed, wife of John 
Reed, operator of Reed Gold Mine. 
Attention also will be paid to the free 
and enslaved women who worked 
in the gold mine. 1 p.m. $2 for ages 8 
and older.

March 7. Vance Birthplace, Weaver-
ville. "Open Hearth Cooking." Food 
historian Clarissa Clifton Lynch will 
explain African American foodways 
and prepare a meal on the original 
1790s fireplace, the same one used 
by enslaved cook Leah for the Vance 
family. Site tours at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
This event celebrates the legacy of 
women like Leah, who created spaces 
of freedom within a system of bond-
age. 10 a.m. Free.

March 10. Thomas Wolfe Memorial, 
Asheville. Zelda Fitzgerald Festival 
discussion. As part of Asheville’s an-
nual Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald Day, the 
site looks at the events surrounding 
her tragic death 6 p.m. Free.

March 14. President James Polk, 
Pineville. Local Learning Lecture se-
ries: "Ella Mae Wiggins, Singing to be 
Heard." Gaston County Museum of 
Art and History Director Jason Luker 
will examine the difficult life of Ella 
Mae Wiggins and her role in the 1929 
Loray Textile Mill strike. Limited seat-
ing, registration required. 10:30 a.m. 
Free.

March 14. Mountain Gateway Mu-
seum, Old Fort. "Mighty Mountain 
Women." The exhibit opens and cel-
ebrates the lives and achievements of 
various women from western North 
Carolina who helped make history in 
government, science, art and more. 
Runs through October. Free.
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Planning a summer 
camp? Send us your info

It’s time to think ahead to 
summer camps. School will 
be out before you know 
it, and the kids will need 
something to do!

This year’s free summer 
camp listings will be pub-
lished in the April edition 
of Wide Awake Wilson, 
published April 1. Extra 
copies of the magazine will 
be available at the newspa-
per office. The popular list-
ings will be on our website 
all season.

The free listings will 
include basic information 

about camps in the area. 
Send us your fliers or press 
releases with information 
on themes, dates, costs, 
etc., of your camps.

The deadline for submit-
ting information is Friday, 
March 15. Send to WAW@
wilsontimes.com. Contact 
Lisa Batts at lisa@wilson-
times.com if you have any 
questions.

If you’d like to place a 
paid advertisement with 
more details about your 
camp, call Shana Hoover at 
252-265-7858.

Sculpture returns to 
NC Museum of Art
For Wide Awake Wilson

RALEIGH —The Statue 
of Bacchus, which has 
undergone extensive re-
search since the 1960s 
when the North Carolina 
Museum of Art realized it 
was a patchwork of marble 
fragments, returns on view 
in special exhibition "Bac-
chus Conservation Project: 
The Story of a Sculpture. 
Open March 7–Sept. 27, 
the exhibition explores the 
history of the sculpture, the 
scientific investigation, the 
conservation process, and 
the making of its new arm. 

The exhibition also in-
cludes a series of related 
events, including a free 
family day, a scholarly pan-
el and wine-tasting event.  

“The Bacchus Conserva-
tion Project is a perfect ex-
ample of the ways in which 
history, science, technol-
ogy, art, and even sports 
can conect,” said Valerie 
Hillings, museum director. 

Academic interest in the 

statue began in the 1960s 
when classical scholars 
realized the sculpture was 
a patchwork comprising a 
rare 2nd century Roman 
torso, a head from a differ-
ent ancient sculpture, and 
limbs, hair locks, berries, 
and leaves that were added 
later. The removal of the 
head 30 years ago initiated 
a derestoration process, 
but the treatment was not 
initially intended to extend 
to the rest of the sculpture.

 Recent research led the 
Bacchus project team to re-
consider the original plan. 
The team’s scientific, con-
servation, and curatorial 
data showed that Bacchus 
contains more fragments 
from ancient quarries 
than previously thought 
and that displaying each 
fragment separately did 
not make curatorial sense. 
Together, though, these 
ancient fragments create a 
wonderful statue of the Ro-
man god of wine.

Arts pARTners:

COLLAGE
DANCE

COLLECTIVE



WAW
Puzzles

ACROSS
1. Throng
6. Confronted
9. Felon’s flight
12. “Knock ____ 

Times”
13. Gone by
14. Busy activity
15. Teams of oxen
16. Commandment 

word
17. Nevertheless
18. Truth
20. Waist cincher
21. Trouser parts
24. Stashed
26. Voice part
27. Lode’s load
28. Prudently
30. Tropical trees

32. Curiously
36. Type of card
38. Strive (for)
39. Wallace of 

“Reader’s Digest”
42. Salonga of “Miss 

Saigon”
43. High schooler
44. Bloodhound’s trail
45. Uninteresting
47. Recently made
48. Through
50. Olympian Owens
54. “Me and My ____”
55. Painting or music, 

e.g.
56. Neighborhoods
57. Sneaky
58. Golf accessory
59. Gains

DOWN
1. Messy home
2. Reporter’s 

question
3. Bible craft
4. Coral structures
5. South-western 

land formation
6. Praying ____
7. ____ trip
8. Small child
9. Brand name
10. Grownup
11. Slogan
19. Sculptor’s device
20. Howls
21. Soft toss
22. Noteworthy time
23. Thicken
25. Refusal

28. “Love and ____”
29. Piece of real estate
31. Battle wound
33. “____ Got 

Sixpence”
34. Recline
35. Urge
37. Organized 

argument
39. Aches
40. Flawless
41. Humble
43. Neither here nor 

____
46. Partly open
48. Tub
49. Great wrath
51. Ocean
52. Plant fluid
53. Hazardous curve

Crossword

Sudoku

You’ll find the solutions on page 42
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Puzzle  
solutions

See puzzles on page 41
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www.ECPC1.com

Vidant Pain Management Center
2010 West Arlington Blvd.

Greenville, NC 27834
252-847-0601

ECPC Interventional Pain Clinic
2430 Emerald Place, Suite 103

Greenville, NC 27834
252-561-8218

Outer Banks Hospital
4800 S. Croatan Highway

Nags Head, NC 27949
252-449-5860

Vidant Bertie Hospital
1403 South King Street

Windsor, NC 27983
252-794-6700

Vidant Chowan Hospital
211 Virginia Road

Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-6292

Wilson Pain Clinic
2410 Montgomery Drive

Wilson, NC 27893
252-674-1851

Goldsboro Pain Clinic
2607 Medical Office Place

Goldsboro, NC 27534
919-330-1940

7 Locations to Serve You

At ECPC Pain Specialists, we have eight Pain Doctors and six Adult Nurse Practitioners 
specifically trained to treat and manage pain. Our team is board certified in pain management, 

and is the longest active pain group in the area.  
When you have a need to treat your pain, trust the professionals with the most experience. 

Ask  your provider to call and schedule a referral appointment. 

Melany Furimsky, DO  •  Juan B. Firnhaber, MD  •  Lynn R. Johnson, MD  •  Raymond B. Minard, MD 
José G. Avila-Calles, MD, PhD  •  Aaron Carter, MD  •  Christopher T. Grubb, MD  •  Brian H. Keogh, Jr., MD 

Margaret A. Dillon, ANP  •  Dominique Dennis, FNP-C  •  Tawana Jerry Hunter, RN, AGNP 
Kimberley M. Smith , AGNP  •  Allison Thomas, ANP  •  Jill S. Williams, ANP 

Eastern North Carolina’s Most Comprehensive Pain Practice




